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Saul And The Gibeonites 


GEORGIA AND THE 
SLAIN NEGROES 


The interesting story of the stratagem by which 
the people of Gibeon entered into a covenant with 
Israel is told in the ninth and tenth chapters of 
Joshua. Feigning themselves ambassadors from a 
distant country they came saying, “We are thy 
servants, enter into a covenant with us.” Taken 
in by the trick, the elders of Israel made a cove- 
nant to let them live. In three days they discovered 
that the Gibeonites were Canaanites. In view of the 
covenant the Israelites were forbidden to slay the 
Gibeonites and indeed came to their rescue when 
these allies were attacked. But since the Gibeonites 
had practiced deceit and had come saying, ‘“‘we are 
thy servants,’ Joshua decreed that they should be 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
sanctuary of God. 


There is a bloody sequel to the story of the 
Gibeonites recorded in the twenty-first chapter of 
Second Samuel. In his zeal for the children of 
Israel and of Judah Saul slew many of the Gibeon- 
ites and was fast consuming them, perhaps in the 
interest of Jewish racial integrity and superiority. 
As a punishment for this breach of the covenant 
and wanton slaying there was a famine in the 
land of Israel for three years. 


The doctrine of the Old Testament is that un- 
punished blood pollutes the land. The law provides 
that if a slain man be found and the guilty party 
be not apprehended the elders of the nearest city 
are to come and swear that their hands have not 
shed this blood nor have their eyes seen it. Then a 
heifer is to be killed in an unused valley as an ex- 
piation and a prayer for forgiveness offered that 
the land be not polluted (Deut. 21). 


The man guilty of slaying the Gibeonites was 
known. The curse of God was not removed from 
the land of ancient Israel until seven of the male 
descendants of Saul were given to the Gibeonites 
and hung by them in Gibeah of Saul in expiation 
for the sins of their father. “And after that God 
was entreated for the land.” 


Now there is a close analogy between the situa- 
tion of the farm Negroes in Georgia and the Gib- 
eonites in Israel. No the Negroes did not come into 
Georgia in exactly the same way the Gibeonites 
stayed in Canaan, but being here the situation is 
analygous. Perhaps, we can learn something from 
the analogy. — 


First, God in His Providence authorized or per- 
mitted both to be servants to a dominant race. The 
Bible recognizes the master-servant relationship 
and has much to say about its proper regulation. It 
bids the masters treat their servants fairly and 
justly, to pay them promptly and to forbear threa- 
tening them mindful of their heavenly Master. It 
bids servants to be honest, to be diligent, to be 
respectful, to be obedient, to recognize that even 
in a menial earthly task they are serving the Lord 
Christ. We interpret the commandments about 
honoring our parents as meaning that one ought to 
respect properly all he meets, whether they are 
superiors, inferiors or equals. God has graciously 
blessed us in Georgia with the service of the farm 
Negro who has generally been patient, plodding 
and cheerful. 


Secondly, God has not given the power of life 
and death to the individual members of the domin- 
ant race. Saul was permitted to use the Gibeonites 
as servants—he was not permitted to consume 
them. His action in slaying them called for a three 
year famine on Israel. The Nazi program for ex- 
terminating the Jews in central Europe has brought 
the curse of God upon Germany, The heirs of Hitler 
are now being prosecuted by the allied tribunal. 
The nation has been sliced into four, its indus- 
tries are gone, its people face untold humiliations. 
If there is anything in these analogies, the State 
of Georgia has been polluted by the killing of four 
Negroes, three of whom were wholly innocent, at 
the Apalachee River on July the twenty-sixth. And 
unless this shedding of innocent blood be properly 
punished we may expect the curse of God upon our 
State visiting such punishments upon us as He sees 
fit. 


May the Angel of the Covenant intercede with 
God for His mercy upon those this loss touches 
most closely, upon the State whose name is thus 
shamed ... yes and upon those who did this deed. 
For unless these men meet God in His justice and 
in His mercy in this life; unless they repent, con- 
fess and find forgiveness now for Christ’s sake— 
they shall receive the wrath and the curse of the 
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Almighty in the life which is to come—when it is 

too late for repentance and for forgiveness. July 

the twenty-sixth is a dark day in Georgia. 
—Wnm. C. Robinson. 


ot 


Safeguarding Our 
Church Property 


A number of overtures were sent up by the Pres- 
byteries to the last General Assembly asking that in 
the event of Union with the U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Church that adequate safeguards be placed in the 
plan so as to protect the Church property of in- 
dividual churches, presbyteries and synods of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, which 
may refuse to enter the union. Some would have 
us believe that the Assembly turned a deaf ear 
to these requests. A number of inquiries have come 
to us about this. The Minutes of the last Assembly 
have just come to our desk. There we find on page 
69 (Minutes of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, Anderson 
Auditorium, Montreat, N.C., May 23-28, 1946), 
the following which is a direct quotation from the 
report of the Foreign Relations Committee and 
which was adopted by the Assembly. (The Black 
type here used by us is in order to call your parti- 
cular attention to certain matters and is of course 
not so printed in the Assembly’s Minutes. H.B.D.) 


va ft 
7. That overture 28 from the Presbytery of 
Knoxville, requesting protection of property in 
ease of church union, be answered as follows: 


That the General Assembly refer the matter of 
protecting the property rights of congregations, 
presbyteries and synods in the event of a reunion 
between the Presbyterian Churches U.S. and U.S. 
A., to the Committee on Cooperation and Union 
for further study and with the instruction that 
every effort be made to protect these rights more 
adequately than is provided for in the present plan. 
Also that the following proposed substitute for 
Section 9 in the Concurrent Declarations of the 
Proposed Plan of Reunion be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union for careful study: 


“Recognizing that, in the consummation of this 
proposed union, the principles of religious liberty 
and self-determination should be respected and 
desiring to avoid hurtful and costly litigation, the 
high contracting parties hereby solemnly agree and 
covenant that no advantage shall be taken of prev- 
ious decisions of ecclesiastical or civil courts to 
forcibly dispossess any constitutent unit of either 
of the two ecclesiastical bodies of title to or pos- 
session of such property as they may hold at the 
times of such union. It is further agreed that due 
provision shall be taken to assure to each minister 
of both of the ecclesiastical bodies any equity which 
he may have in annuity, pension or ministerial 
relief funds being administered by the ecclesiastical 
body to which he belongs at the time of the union. 
It is understood by this statement that the minist- 
er’s equity in the Minister’s Annuity Fund in Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, includes the 
2% per cent paid in by him personally, plus the 7” 
per cent paid in by his church or churches for him, 
od his proportionate part of the accured liability 
und, 


“To fully effectuate the purpose of the fore- 
going agreement it is solemnly covenanted that any 
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individual congregation, presbytery or synod of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States which, 
by a majority vote of such body at a special election 
called for decision of that question, on twenty days’ 
notice thereof, declines to consent to unite under 
this Plan of Union, and elects to remain outside of 
said union, and which, within one year after the 
meeting of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States at which such 
Plan has been approved and the union made ef- 
fective, shall transmit to the Stated Clerk of the 
said General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, or to the Stated Clerk of the 
Assembly of the United Church a certified copy of 
the minutes of such presbytery, or synod, then and 
in that event such congregation, presbytery or 
synod shall automatically and by virtue alone of 
its own declaration be thereafter an independent 
or angenete organization, with independent, full and 
complete title, both legal and equitable, to its 
properties, real, personal and mixed, which property 
was held by it or held in trust for it as of the date 
of the adoption of this Plan of Union; and sueh 
body shall have full, complete and plenary power 
to enjoy, use or dispose of, in its sole discretion, 
any and all property, held by it as aforesaid, in 
any way or manner it may choose; and both con- 
tracting parties hereto solemnly covenant and firm- 
ly bind themselves and the new Church to this 
agreement as a principle of law, equity and Chris- 
tian comity, any decisions heretofore rendered by 
the courts, whether civil or ecclesiastical, to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 


Since the Meeting of The Assembly the joint 
drafting committees of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union of the U.S. Church and the De- 
partment of Church Co-operation and Union of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. have met in 
Asheville. Various press dispatches have been sent 
out reporting progress in ironing out differences, 
and announcements have been made of another 
meeting to be held in Atlanta in the fall for the 
purpose of discussing plans for the consolidation 
of the Home and Foreign Mission enterprises of 
the two churches and the Minister’s Annuity of 
our Church and Board of Pensions of the U.S.A. 
Church. However no report has been made through 
the press as to action of the drafting committees 
on the above mentioned matter referred to our 
Committee on Cooperation and Union by our 
General Assembly. On more than one occassion it 
seems to us that this Committee has simply ignored 
the directives of the General Assembly to them. 
Will this be the method of their handling this item 
with reference to our Church Property? H.B.D. 


Montreat And 
Revival 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church is richly 
blessed in Montreat. Thousands have gone away 
from this unique place refreshed in body, soul and 
spirit. 


Many of the conferences are of the highest order 
and again and again new reverence for the Bible 
and stimulus to study it more carefully and faith- 
fully have come to those who have sat under able 


teachers during the Bible Hour in the morning. 


Many of the evening inspirational programmes 
have brought people to new heights of enthusiasm 
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for the work of our Church in hastening God’s 
Kingdom. 


We feel that Montreat could do one thing more 
for the Church; something which would bless the 
Church in even richer measure and do more than 
any one thing to bring about a real revival. Our 
suggestion is this, and we have shared this thought 
with others before presenting it here. 


For one Summer season let us change the pro- 
gramme to this extent—Let the various conferences 
carry on the particular courses and activities of 
that conference during the day, and, each night, 
changing with each conference, let an outstanding 
evangelist bring a straight evangelistic message to 
the audience. 


If this is done we believe an impetus to evan- 
gelism and revival would come to our whole Church 
which would bring the greatest blessing we have 
ever known. 


We remember many years ago talking to a mis- 
sionary who had just returned to China from fur- 
lough in America. This man was filled with a new 
vision and new zeal for soul winning and he said 
this, “The greatest blessing I received on furlough 
was at Montreat, sitting there in that auditorium 
and listening to a series of evangelistic messages by 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman.” 


Revival fires can burn again. Differences can be 
solved. Our Church will be blessed and in turn be 
a greater blessing. Souls can be saved and Chris- 
tians revived right here in the Montreat audi- 
torium. Do we dare try it? L.N.B. 


Christianity 


And Realities 


The front page of the July 29th issue of “The 
Presbyterian Outlook” carries a quotation from 
an article by Edward C. Lindeman which appeared 
in the June issue of “Social Action,” under the 
title, “Religion Facing Realities.’ 


It seems to us that Dr. Lindeman has so clearly 
stated the attitude of theological liberalism to 
world needs that we should thank him and also 
point out some of the great divergencies between 
evangelical Christianity’ and liberal theology. 
Three of these divergencies are: 


Emphasis on education more than on preach- 
ing the Word. 

Emphasis on Christian ethics rather than on 
the one source of such ethics—the atoning 
work of Christ. 

Emphasis on human achievement rather than 
on the new birth. 


The first of these we find stated as follows: 


“In these times of stress I wish the 
churches would begin to emphasize their 
teaching function and to de-emphasize preach- 
ing.” 


That the Church has a teaching function we all 
admit, but the great task of the Church is preach- 
ing—proclamation of God’s truth, as revealed in 
His Word. God, in His infinite wisdom, has or- 
dained that by the foolishness of preaching salva- 
tion will come to those who believe. This is His 


—<— 


way, to show the folly of the wisdom of this 
world: “Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world? For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleaseg 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe.” This preaching is not preaching of 
ethics or a moral concept, for Paul goes on to say, 
“But we preach Christ crucified,” and, as one 
reads Paul’s epistles, one knows he means the 
preaching of Christ who died a vicarious death op 
the cross and shed His blood for the remission of 
the sins of the world. 


What we need in these times of stress is more 
such preaching. It, and it alone, can convert the 
sinner and in so doing bring hope to a sin-sick 
world. Dr. Lindeman then goes on to say: 


The world is hungering for moral guidance, 
Earnest persons who are aware that all our 
public issues are at bottom moral in character 
want to know how to deal with these moral 
elements, but they want advice which is act- 
ually usable. The sermonic tendency is to 
place morals at a point in the equation which 
the average citizen cannot reach. Ultimately, 
he assumes that these sermons were never in- 
tended to be taken seriously, that is, trans- 
lated into personal and social action. 


Ts it true that “all our public issues are at bottom 
moral in character?” Is good ‘‘advice’’ the solu- 
tion? In these statements liberalism shows its 
fatal weakness. Morality is a fruit of the Spirit 
and the great issues of the world are spiritual 
first, and because of this, there derives the moral 
weakness and laxity of our day. 


The liberal theologian has for years been plac- 
ing his emphasis on the fruits of genuine Chris- 
tianity rather than on the doctrines in which and 
through which such fruits come. Christ is the 
source of salvation and thereby the‘source from 
which the Christian graces come. But this same 
Christ is one in whom certain doctrines center and 
from whom they cannot be separated and still 
leave the divine Son of God, the sole source of 
light and salvation. 


As long as religious leaders seek to solve the 
problems on a moral basis alone, these problems 
will remain unsolved. Men who are not Christian, 
even anti-Christian, can unite on a program of 
moral and social reform. The natural man, blind 
to spiritual realities, cannot understand such 
things. High moral aspirations for the world can 
attract and engage our time and_ efforts but 
Christ has one way to redeem the world, and it 
begins in the spirit. Finally, Dr. Lindeman says: 


As one of our American pragmatic _ philo- 
sophers said: “‘You can tell people in sermons 
from now until doomsday that they ought to 
love one another and it will not do the least 
amount of good; they’ll go on hating each 
other. What is needed is an experiment in 
which they can learn through trial and error 
whether it’s possible to love persons with 
whom you are engaged in useful tasks.’’ Does 
this mean to bring politics, economics and 
social problems into the church and by the 
same token to drive religion and ritual out? 
I do not think so. To me only that religion is 
true which aids people to face realities, and 
the highest ritual is the good man doing 
good. 
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Here is human wisdom—the wisdom of the world, 
which at best is by “trial and error. Thank God, in 
Christ there is no trial and error, no uncertain 
experiment. In Him are certainties and these cer- 
tainties hold good for this life and for that which 
js to come. In Christ we learn to live and to love. 
In fact Christian love and fellowship is the 
sweetest thing this side of heaven. But, the great 
weakness of liberal leadership is trying to make 
people who are not Christians act like Christians. 
The final sentence in the above quotation also 
needs careful scrutiny. Rather should not we say 
the only religion that is true is the one which 
brings salvation from sin and the highest ritual 
that which honors the sinner’s Saviour? _ 


—— Oe ee 


‘If The Trumpet Give An 


Uncertain Sound?’ 
(1 Cor. 14:8) 


We are still in the midst of “The Great War.” 
World wars I and II are but incidents in the age- 
long struggle between God and Satan, between the 
forces of Good and Evil. The devil has not run up 
a white flag, and sin is still the one pressing 
problem of mankind. 


Our question comes in the midst of Paul’s 
lengthy discussion of the “unknown tongue.” 
There are not only unknown tongues today but 
uncertain tongues. “If the bugle does not sound a 
clear call,”” how shall we expect Christians to pre- 
pare for, or take much interest in, the battle which 
is raging? Remember, “the Christian life is not a 
gay picnic, but a grievous war. The battle follows 
the benediction.” If we expect to gain the victory 
there must be no “indistinct voices’? among those 
who lead the army of the Lord. 


I. There must be no uncertainty about our 
Book—the Sword of the Spirit. Its edge must not 
be blunted by unbelief. 


No uncertainty as to it being a Revelation from 
God; not man’s book but His Book. No indistinct 
theories about its inspiration, but an acceptance of 
its claims that “Holy men spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit.” No wavering as to its 
Infallibility—that it is the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice, when it tells us what to believe 
concerning God and what duty God requires of us. 
No hesitation about preaching it in its simplicity, 
purity, and power, knowing that the Gospel is still 
the power of God into salvation. 


In our battle we need our Book: it is our defen- 
sive and offensive weapon. In its oft-recurring 
phrase “Thus saith the Lord” we can go against the 
foe with assurance and hope. 


II. There must be no uncertainty about the 
Captain of our Salvation. The army of the Lord is 
not led by a man. The Head of the Church is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


We must be sure of His Deity—that He is the 
true Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary. We must 
be certain of the reality and efficacy of His Atone- 
ment for sin—that He died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, being made sin for us Who knew 
no sin—and that His blood cleanses from all sin. 
We must believe in His bodily Resurrection, for 
this is our hope. We must know of His abiding 

esence in our hearts, and His Return in glory, 
to be King and Judge. 
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We know of a world sunk in shame, hopeless and 
helpless; we must know of the Name which can 
conquer this world—the Name of Jesus Christ, our 
Great Captain. In that Name we are more than 
conquerors. 


III. There must be no uncertainty when we tell 
men of Sin. 


The world is mocking, laughing, at sin as never 
before. Some are even telling us that there is no 
such thing. 


There is no uncertainty about it in the Bible. 
Its awful character, its terrible consequences, and 
its blood-bought cure are pictured for us in its 
pages, which ruined souls, ruined homes, ruined 
cities and nations illustrate its fearful ravages on 
earth. The trail of the serpent, slimy and crooked, 
runs from the Garden of Eden to the lake of fire 
and brimstone. 


We need some Jonathan Edwards, or Old Testa- 
ment prophet, to “preach Damnation with the Cross 
at its center,” as Booth preached it. Would that 
pea could preach it so that men would RE- 


IV. We must make the Way of Salvation Clear 
and Plain. There must be no indistinct sounds com- 
ing from our lips when men ask us the question, 
“What must I do to be saved?” 


We must hold up Christ and show that He is the 
Way, the Truth, the Life. We must preach Christ 
Jesus the Lord. We must make it clear that Salva- 
tion is by Grace—that no man can earn, or buy, or 
merit it. We must show them that it is through 
faith—believing, trusting, receiving, resting upon 
Christ alone as He is offered to us. That Salvation 
is from sin, unto eternal life. 


Are our bugles giving out clear calls? Will the 
blood of lost men today be on any of us who are 
watchmen? —J.K.P. - 


ee 


Is Dr. Anderson’s Apology 
To Be Implemented? 


According to all reports Dr. Harrison Ray Ander- 
son’s address as the fraternal delegate from the 
USA Church made a great impression upon our 
last General Assembly. In this address Dr. Ander- 
son expressed his regret for the part his ancestor 
had in passing the Spring Resolutions. Indeed, the 
so-called Spring Resolutions might more accurately 
be called the Spring-Anderson-Edwards Resolu- 
tions. They pledged the allegiance of every Presby- 
terian to the Lincoln or Federal Government at a 
time when many Presbyterians were committing 
their all to the proposition that the first loyalty of 
a citizen was due to his state. In deciding this 
political issue the Philadelphia General Assembly of 
1861 virtually excinded the Southern Presbyterians. 
Dr. Anderson’s gracious remarks have been inter- 
preted as an apology for this hasty act in which an 
earlier Anderson had a prominent part. 


Dr. Anderson’s kind gesture reminds us that Dr. 
Joseph Vance of the USA Church offered his 
apology for the slap in the face which Herrick 
Johnson Rider gave us in 1882. If my memory is 
correct Dr. Vance’s apology came at the seventy- 
fifth anniversary of the separate organization of 
our Church, Dr. Anderson’s comes at the eighty- 
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fifth. These gracous and proper expressions ought 
to make our historians realize that all of the trouble 
over the division was not on our side. Drs. Vance 
and Anderson being witnesses, the USA Church 
was guilty of certain errors and of certain things 
for which apologies are proper. 


The serious question, however, is this: Is the 
Anderson apology to be implemented by the in- 
corporation of Dr. B. M. Palmer’s principles into 
THE PLAN of REUNION? It seems to me that 
this is the significant question and that this is the 
time to ask this question. Not to ask this now 
might make one seem unappreciative to Dr. Ander- 
son if one were to oppose the PLAN of REUNION 
a year hence on the ground that it sacrificed the 
positions taken by Dr. Palmer in 1861. 


Dr. Palmer not only preached the opening ser- 
mon in our first General Assembly, but he and his 
associates wrote the principles of the sole Head- 
ship and sole Kingship of Christ into the Southern 
Presbyterian Book of Church Order. Are these 
principles being written into the PLAN of RE- 
UNION, or are we to have only the fragrant 
memory of Dr. H. R. Anderson’s kind words while 
our necks are forced under a yoke which our fore- 
fathers refused to wear? Is Christ to be the only 
Head, the only King, the only Lawgiver, the only 
Judge of a united Zion (Isaiah 33.22), or are the 
exaggerated powers claimed for the General As- 
sembly in the Studies in the Constitution issued 
by the USA Assembly of 1934 to be the law of the 


united Church? If and when the union is consum- . 


mated will there be one lawgiver in the Church or 
two; Christ alone as He speaks in His Word, or 
Christ and the Church speaking through the General 
Assembly? Are we to have the position of Dr. 
Palmer or the position of the Spring Resolutions, 
are the gracious words of Dr. Anderson to be 





implemented or are the judicial Studies to deter. 
mine the practise of the united Church? 

















If we are to have the positions of Dr. Palmer 
and of Dr. Anderson’s apology that means con. 
cretely the whole chapter of the US Book of Church 
Order on Christ as the Head and the King of the 
Church, it means also our definition of an ecclesia. 
stical offense, it means the declaration in our para. 
graph 58 that church courts “can make no laws 
binding the conscience.” We earnestly request 
that the Drafting Committee implement the kind 
words of Dr. Anderson. We do not think that our 
Chicago brother means his words to be a mere 
case of building a verbal monument for those 
whom his fathers stoned without at least some care 
that his and our children shall not stone another 
prophet in the same way—with the same kind of 
stones. —Wnm. C. R. 













































































What Colliers 
Missed 


Collier’s Magazine carries an editorial in its 
July 27th issue entitled “Story About A Mayor,” 
telling of the attempt of New Orleans’ new mayor, 
De Lesseps S. Morrison, to bring in _ legalized 
gambling. New Orleans voted 50,683 for gambling 
and 7,334 against. But, the measure was defeated 
in the State Legislature. 


What Collier’s failed to note was this revealing 
fact—New Orleans is overwhelmingly Catholic 
but up-state Louisiana is Protestant. 


How do Catholic leaders explain this great di- 
vergence on moral issues between Catholics and 
Protestants? The explanation might be embar- 
rassing. —L.N.B. 





































Lesson For Sept. 1: Jesus And 
The Right Use Of Property 


Scripture: Exodus 20:15; Deuteronomy 25:13; 
27:17; Proverbs 30:7-9; Micah 2:2-3; Matthew 5:- 
40-42; 6:19-34; Luke 6:27-36; 19:1-8; 45:46; II 
— 13:7. Devotional Reading Psalm 104:- 


“The earth is full of thy riches.” (Psalm 104:24). 
In these words we have the background for our 
lesson. The riches of the world are His riches. 
Men forget this vital truth. We quarrel and fight 
over this world’s wealth as if it belonged to us. All 
of us—rich and poor alike—are but stewards of the 
manifold grace and gifts of God. We are allowed 
to use, and sometimes abuse, His property, but it 
still belongs to Him. 


’ Exodus 20:15—“Thou shalt not steal.” 


G. K. Chesterton puts words like these in’ the 
mouth of his well-known character, Father Brown: 
“Go where you please, to the farthest planet, go 
where no man lives, where all is cold and lifeless, 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 









and this eternal truth still remains.” This con- 
mand assumes the right of private ownership of 
property, and deals Communism a death blow. We 
have a right to what is ours; if another takes it 
by force or stealth, then he is guilty of stealing. 
God recognizes the right to “have and to hold.” 


Deuteronomy 25:13, 14; 27:17: Divers weights 
and measures. We must be honest in business. 
To cheat our customers by giving short weight or 
measure; to cheat by removing our neighbor's 
landmark; is to break the command against stealing. 


Proverbs 30:7-9: A Unique Prayer. Give me 
neither poverty nor riches.” Most of us could 
easily pray the first part of this prayer; not s0 
many, the latter part. Both poverty and riches lead 
to a breaking of the command against stealing. If 
rich, we are tempted to steal the honor due to God, 
to not recognize His ownership, to say, “Who is 
the Lord?” If poor, we are tempted to steal from 
men, and take God’s name in vain. 
















So this prayer is a very wise one. The best and 
happiest life is that of the average man, who has 
enough, but not too much. How much better the 
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world would be if we were satisfied with our share 
and did not covet our neighbor’s part! If the goods 
and fruits of the ground were distributed properly; 
if men were equally honest, industrious and thrifty, 
what a wonderfully happy world we might have, 
for God has provided an abundance for all. It is 
only the sin and selfishness, the greed and covetous- 
ness of men that upsets the world in its economic 
life and relationships. 


Micah 2:2-3: Covetousness and Stealing. ‘Covet’ 
and “take”; the two go together; the desire pre- 
cedes the act, however. We covet a man’s field—like 
Ahab—and take it; we covet a man’s house and 
take it: we, as nations, covet the riches of other 
nations and take by force, thus causing strife and 
war. No wonder the Savior said: “take heed and 
beware of covetousness.” 


Matthew 5:40-42: Not Contentious, but Generous. 

It is often better to suffer the loss of property 
than to be contentious. The principal stated in 
verse 40, if put into practice, would prevent many 
law-suits, and law-suits are to be avoided by the 
Christian. Paul has some very wise words to say 
about this subject in the sixth chapter of I Corin- 
thians. Well would it have been for the honor of 
the church if more heed had been given to his 
injunctions. To let someone have what rightfully 
belongs to us is far better than a quarrel. Be 
generous; do more than the law demands; distribute 
our goods to those who need; be like our Father 
in Heaven. 


Matthew 6:19-34: Not Anxious or Worried. There 
are far better treasures than those of earth—our 
true riches which we can lay up in Heaven. Do not 
let gold be our god. Money is a fine servant, but 
a terrible master. We cannot serve both gold and 
God; we will have to choose. 


“Be not anxious.” God expects work, but not 
worry. Work and worry will bring us to an early 
grave, or a nervous breakdown. Let us at least be 
as wise as the birds: 


“Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
I should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so?’ 
Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
‘Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.’” 


Anxiety and worry are useless. They accomplish 
nothing, and are dishonoring to our Father. 


The cure for both is stated in verse 33—that 
great challenging verse; “Seek ye first the King- 
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things -shall be added unto you.” Dare to put Him 
first and He will honor us: those that honor Him, 
He will honor. . 


Luke 6:27-36: Golden (Christian) Principles. We 
might well spend all our time pondering and apply- 
ing these golden principles which surround the 
“Golden Rule” of verse 31. Lenski’s comments are 
so rich that we wish to quote a few scattered 
—— from his fine work on the Gospel of 

uke: 


The love commanded here is, “the love of in- 
telligence, comprehension, and corresponding pur- 
pose. It sees all the hatefulness and the wickedness 


of the enemy, feels his stabs and his blows, and 
may even do something to ward them off; but this 
only fills the loving heart with the desire and aim 
to free its enemy from his hate, to rescue him 
from his sin, and to save his soul.—I cannot like a 
filthy, vicious begger and make him my personal 
friend: I cannot like a low mean criminal, who may 
have robbed me and almost taken my life: I can- 
not like a false, lying slanderous fellow, who per- 
haps has vilified me again and again; but I can, 
by the grace of Jesus Christ, love them all; namely, 
see just what is wrong with them, desire and work 
to remove that wrong and to this end do them all 
good—The best commentary on this praying for 
our abusers is the prayer of Jesus for His execu- 
tioners. How love like this can and does come into 
our hearts is shown by the Beatitudes.—These pre- 
cepts have an astounding sound, and that is exactly 
what Jesus wants them to have.—On the other 
hand, those misread Jesus’ meaning who regard 
Him as teaching the doctrine of absolute ‘non-re- 
sistance,’ which would ignore and overthrow all 
justice and all righteousness. The law of love is 
not meant to encourage lawlessness, nor to open 
the floodgates expecting a return. But it need not 
be said that Jesus could not inculcate indiscrimi- 
nate giving, such as fosters shiftlessness and other 
evils—Coupled with selfless love is the wisdom 
which applies love. Christ never told me not to re- 
strain the murderer’s hand, not to check the thief 
and robber, not to oppose the tyrant.—It is a mis- 
take to write that Hillel, Philo, Socrates, Confucius, 
used it. (The Golden Rule). They had not the least 
conception of it.” 


Luke 19:1-8: Just and Generous Zaccheus. Zac- 
cheus’ heart and pocket-book were both converted. 
Real faith—for he was a real son of Abraham, 
(Verse 9), shewed itself in a changed attitude— 
one of honesty and kindness. 


Luke 19:45-46: “A House of Prayer” or “A Den 
of Robbers.”’ Can a church today become a den of 
robbers? If the Temple, why not the church? 


II Corinthians 13:7: Meeting the Test. In verse 
5 Paul is exhorting these Christians to “examine 
themselves,” to “test themselves,” or “prove your 
own selves.” The relation of the Christian to his 
property has been called “The Acid Test.” 


“We pray God that you may do no wrong.” 
Surely, we stand in the need of this prayer, for it 
is easy to “do wrong” with what God has given us. 
Are our characters being built up or torn down by 
our business? 


Lesson For Sept. 8: Jesus And 
Sincerity Of Speech 


Scripture: Exodus 20:16; 23:1; Psalm 15:1-5; 
Proverbs 26:18-28; Matthew 5:33-37; 23:16-22; 
26:69-75; Acts 4:13-21, 23. Devotional Reading: 
Eph. 4:25-32. 


The “new man” of Eph. 4:24 must have a new 
tongue. “We are members one of another, and 
nothing hurts the body of. Christ more than lying 
tongues, for this gives place to the devil and he can 
work through angry and lying tongues to cause 
havoe in the Church. “Let no evil talk come out of 
your mouth.” God has made our tongues and 
mouths, not for filthiness or foulness, but for the 
edifying, building up, of others. A word spoken 
in season how good and refreshing it is, like apples 
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of gold in a net-work of silver. It does good like 
a medicine. As we think on this passage from 
Ephesians we feel like praying the prayer of the 
Psalmist: “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, 
keep the door of my lips.” 


What a tremendous subject is before us today! 
The Bible has so much to say about “tongues,” 
“mouths,” “lips,” words. This solemn warning of 
Christ is enough to make us tremble: “For every 
idle word that men shall speak they shall give 
account in the day of Judgment.” May the Holy 
Spirit search us as we think on these things. “O 
Lord, if thou shouldst mark iniquity, who shall 
stand, but there is forgiveness with Thee.” 


We find our first and foundation statement in 
the Ten Commandments, as usual. Exodus 20:16— 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor.”” Our Catechism says this “‘requires the 
maintaining and promoting of truth between man 
and man—and of our own and our neighbor’s good 
name, especially in witness-bearing.” In Exodus 
23:1—“Thou shalt not raise a false report.’ We 
now go on to study more of the many passages in 
the Word of God. 


Psalm 15:1-5: A Citizen of Zion. Would that 
every citizen of the United States was like this 
“unmoveable man,” or even every member of the 
Church. Our world would be a much happier and 
wholesome place in which to live. In this well-known 
portrait the tongue has a prominent part, revealing 
the character of the man. 


“Speaketh the truth in his heart.’’ Words have 
their starting point within. If our heart is right, 
our words will be truthful. 


“Blackbiteth not with his tongue.” The poison 
of asps may be under our tongues, and as we speak 
we may inject this poison into other souls. We 
can’t “take up” a reproach against our neighbor 
and cause a whole community to be at each other’s 
throats. Far better to keep silent. 


His word is as good as his bond. If he promises, 
he will perform; if he swears—namely, takes oath 
“tome will not change, although it works to his own 

urt. 


Truly a geod citizen should have a _ good 
tongue. 


Proverbs 26:18-28: A Wagging Tongue. The wise 
man is at his best when he describes wagging 
tongues. How many ways they can “wag!” 


1. The Joker. Some jokes are refreshing and 
a merry heart does good like medicine. But here 
we have the man who deceives his neighbor and 
says, “Am not I in sport?” (joking). Paul must 
have had him in mind when he speaks of “foolish 
talking, and jesting.” Such a deceiving joker is 
like ‘ta mad man who casteth firebrands, arrows, 
and death.” James tells us that a great fire can be 
started in a small way. We wonder what sort of 
minds our children will have, fed by the “Funny 
Papers” of today. 


2. The Talebearer, or Whisperer. The whisperer 
fans the flame already started. Let air get to a 
smouldering flame and how rapidly it spreads. Let 
a talebearer get hold of a rumor, or “good story” 
and the fire rages. 


3. The Contentious, Quarrelsome Tongue. If we 
could list the number of homes wrecked, friendships 





broken, murders committed, wars started, by quar- 
relsome tongues, we would use up far more than 
our alloted space. 


4. Flattering Lips with a wicked mind” (Am. 
Tran.) (vs. 23). Real, deserved, honest praise, js 
a wholesome tonic, but flattery like a deadly 
“dope”. Such flattery comes from a wicked mind 
and it works ruin. It feeds vanity and pride; it has 
a base purpose. 


5. The Dissembling Enemy. He speaks fair, but 
there are seven abominations in his heart. Is not 
much of the speaking around conference tables of 
this character? Politicians and diplomats are skilled 
in this sort of speech. “Believe him not.” 


6. “A Lying Tongue brings destruction to itself.” 
(Am. Tr. Vs. 28). It is like a serpent that bites its 
own body and dies from the posion. 


May the God Who made our mouths, keep our 
tongues from evil and our lips from speaking such 
guile, and also protect us from such tongues. 


Matthew 5:33-37; 23:16-22 (“Simply ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’” (R.S.V.) “Do not swear at all.’ Why use 
all sorts of exclamations, to say nothing of slang 
and near-profanity? Back of all the things we 
“swear by” is the God Who made them all. Jesus 
is startlingly clear and plain: “anything more than 
this comes from evil.” Simple speech, like simple 
living, is best. Our tongues will wear out soon 
enough without this extra work. 


Matthew 26:69-75: Peter’s Tongue. Peter’s ton- 
gue often got him into troble. He would speak 
before he thought; speak without knowing what 
he said; and here he denied his Lord with oaths 
and curses. How could the tongue that made the 
Great Confession, make this base denial? Ask our 
own tongues. Out of the same mouth proceed bless- 
ing = cursing. Of course these things ought not 
so to be. 


But the tongues that denied, again confessed a 
good confession before many witnesses at Pente- 
cost. It is true as James tells us that no man can 
tame the tongue, but God can touch and tame and 
cleanse, as both Peter and Isaiah can testify. 
Coals of fire from off the altar can work wonders 
with our lips. 


Acts 4:13-21; 23: Witnessing Tongues. The 
rulers said, you must neither teach or preach in 
the name of Jesus. In other words, Peter and John 
were told to “shut their mouths,” to “hold their 
tongues,” but they answered: “We cannot but 
speak of what we have seen and heard.” There are 
times when it is a sin to keep silent. “Ye are my 
witnesses,” said Christ, to His disciples. A witness 
is of no value if he “keeps silent.”” He must tell 
what he has seen or heard. He takes an oath to 
speak the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the 
truth. “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” We 
are to shew forth the praises of Him Who has 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
Of course our lives must back up what our lips 
profess and confess. But our tongue should be used 
to tell the old, old story to a world perishing in 
sin. 


Remember, our tongues can be “set on fire” from 
hell or Heaven. Both kinds are pictured for us im 
our lesson. Which will we have? 
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Lesson For Sept. 15: Jesus 
And Covetousness 


Scripture: Exodus 20:17; I Kings 21:1-16; Job 
31:16-25,28; Proverbs 11:23-28; Luke 12:13-21; 
18:18-23; John 6:23-27; I Timothy 6:6-8; Hebrews 
13:5. Devotional Reading: Luke 12:16-21; Tim- 
othy 6:8. 


Jesus is supremely qualified to be our teacher 
in this matter. How poor He was as far as this 
world’s goods is concerned; how rich toward God! 
Having food and raiment, He was content. We have 
much more, and how discontented and covetous we 
are! He became poor that we might be made rich. 
The unsearcheable riches of Christ can be ours if 
we will open our hearts to receive them. Why covet 
the sordid and ephemeral wealth of this world when 
the true riches can be ours for the asking? If we 
must covet, let us covet the best gifts of His grace 
and love. 


Exodus 20:17: “Thou shalt not covet—anything 
that is thy neighbor’s.” God knows us through 
and through; this sinful nature of ours is no secret 
to Him. Covetousness is a hidden sin; hidden from 
the eyes of men, but all things are naked and open 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 
The Ten Commandments begin with the sin of 
idolatry; they end with the same sin in another 
form, for covetousness—is idolatry.” To place any- 
thing before God is to make that thing an idol, and 
the covetous man sets his heart on something which 
belongs to another, in spite of what God commands. 


I Kings 21:1-16: A Covetous King—Ahab. Ahab 
was wicked and weak; Jezebel, wicked, and strong 
—the power behind the throne—as many wicked 
women have been. 


Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard and pouted 
when he refused to trade or sell his inheritance. 
Jezebel took things in her own hands, had Naboth 
falsely accused and killed, and then the king took 
possession of it. But neither Ahab or Jezebel “got 
away” with it. No! There is a God in Heaven. Read 
and meditate upon the awful punishment which 
came upon the wicked pair. We see what a Holy and 
Just God thinks about this sin. Ahab is not the only 
covetous king in history, nor is a king the only 
man who can covet. 


Job 31:16-25: Job: Not Covetous, But Generous. 
Job—the greatest, richest, and best man of his 
time—a man who feared God and eschewed evil— 
perfect and upright. His “comforter-friends” ac- 
cused him of insincerity, hypocrisy, selfishness, or 
some unknown sin, but he protests his innocence. 
These words constitute part of his noble, broken- 
hearted defense. In a series of ‘“‘Ifs’” he declares 
his freedom from covetousness, cruelty, or indiffer- 
ence even towards his fellow-men. “If I have with- 
held the poor from their desire—or have eaten 
my morsel alone—if I have seen any perish for 
lack ef clothing—if I have lifted up my hand 
against the fatherless—if I have made gold my 
hope” ete. 


Covetousness is not always or only the rich man’s 
sin. A poor man can be just as covetous. Some of 
God’s noblest and best people have been blessed 
and prospered so that they have had an abundance 
of this world’s wealth, and have used it to bring 
a blessing to others and produce a rich reward in 
Heaven. It is possible to be rich in goods, and rich 
toward God. Job was such a man. 
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Proverbs 11:23-28: Selomon’s Wise Words. Solo- 
mon was wise and rich, but not as good a man as 
Job. He wasted some of his wealth in building pal- 
aces for wicked women and in many other ways. 
He also oppressed the nation to gain some of his 
wealth. But out of his own experience, and through 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit he spoke some 
very wise words about wealth. 


Selfish, miserly, withholding makes a man poor, 
but the man who scatters (gives) will be made 
richer—the liberal soul shall be made fat. In other 
words he tells us that it pays to be generous. 
While this is a low level of appeal, no doubt, it is 
true. It does “pay to serve Jesus,” but that is not 
the highest motive for serving Him. It is good 
business, and good sense, too, to be generous. 


He goes on to say that people will curse a selfish 
man—a man who keeps back corn when it is need- 
ed, and a blessing shal] be on the head of him who 
sells it. No one likes a “hoarder.” He is despised in 
1946 A.D. as much as in 1946 B.C. Here is an 
appeal to popularity. We do, and refrain from do- 
ing, a great many things from the highest motive, 
yet it helps. 


“He that trusteth in his riches shall fall, but 
the righteous shall flourish.” Here is both a warn- 
ing and a promise. Solomon does not present the 
highest and noblest reasons for avoiding covetous- 
ness, or practicing generosity, but his reasons &re 
wise, true, and good. 


Luke 12:13-21: A Foolish Farmer. Farmers are 
so directly dependent upon God’s generosity that 
they ought to be free from covetousness. 


This story was called forth by the request of 
“one of the company” that Jesus make his brother 
divide the inheritance with him. The Master re- 
fused to become a divider of property and warned 
the man of covetousness. Then He told the story 
of the “Foolish Farmer.” Wherein did his folly 
consist? 


First, he forgot that “my fruits” and “my goods” 
belong in reality to God. Then he seemed to think 
that his soul could be satisfied with “much goods 
laid up for many years.” He forgot also that at any 
moment he might be called to give an account of his 
stewardship. He forgot that these things might soon 
be left to another. 


It would pay all of us, as well as farmers, to 
remember these basic truths. 


Luke 18:18-23: A Foolish Young Man. This man 
was brought face to face with a momentous choice. 
He had an idol in his heart: he wanted eternal life; 
in order to have eternal life he must give up his 
idol—his wealth—and take Christ and the cross. 
He was not willing, so he went away sorrowful. 
We, too, turn from this scene sorrowfully, for we, 
like Jesus, love the young man (he was a fine type 
in many respects). We cannot but see how much 
he lost when he left Jesus. Are not many people, 
young and old, making the same tragic mistake 
today? We choose the world rather than Christ. 
May we not pray that God will cast down every idol 
throne, reign supreme, and reign alone in our 
hearts? 


. John 6:26-27: Food For the Body, or Food for the 
Soul—Which? This solemn warning comes right 
after the great miracle of the feeding of the five 
thousand. By this gracious miracle the Master 
demonstrated the fact that He was not unmindful 
of the needs of the body. 
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As He often did, however, He makes a striking 
contrast here between the importance of the soul 
over against the body. He knew how much labor 
was spent, and had to be spent, in growing, harvest- 
ing, grinding, baking and preparing the food they 
daily used for their bodies. But as necessary and 
important as this is, there is something far more 
necessary and important—that we feed our souls. 


What a lesson for the world today! We are 
quarreling, sweating, fighting for the food that 
perishes, and are entirely unconcerned for the 





Young People’s Emphasis 
For September 
Life Enrichment And Learning 
E Introduction For The Month 


Every person who has been truly born again by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is a millionaire. Such 
a person may not be able to write a check for a 
million dollars and have it honored at the bank, but 
such a person has everything that men buy with 
money and his life is honored in the bank heaven 
for every need that might arise. 


Often we think of the Christian life solely in 
terms of what we can do for God and what we can 
give to others. But before we can ever do anything 
for God or others we need to remember what God 
has done for us and what God has given to us. 
Paul expressed the truth this way: “For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 
that by His poverty you might become rich.” (2 
Cor. 8:9). And in Ephesians Paul said: ‘‘Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual bless- 
ing in the heavenly places.” (Eph. 1:3) 


Christ in grace died that we might be made 
rich in life, but all too often we Christians live 
poor, narrow, dull, fruitless lives. We fail to possess 
our possessions, We don’t use the riches that we 
have. Our emphasis for this month is “Life Enrich- 
ment and Learning.”’ We shall seek to see how we 
can learn to use the church, Bible study, and prayer, 
in such a way as to lead us to possess our posses- 
sions and to enjoy our riches in Christ. 


a 


Sept. 1: Run With Patience 


Introduction 


This fall a lot of fellows are going to be going 
out’ for football. None of those who go out for the 
squad expects to make the varsity and play in the 
big game unless they have first kept training and 
gone faithfully to practise. 


The Christian life is a warfare and no man can 
win unless he fights; the Christian life is a race and 
no man can win unless he runs; the Christian life 
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most part, about nourishment for our spiritual 
natures. “What fools these mortals be!’ 


I Timothy 6:6-8: Great Gain: “Godliness with 
contentment.” No comment is needed, only an ap. 
plication to our own lives. Be contented and gain 
happiness; be godly, and gain Heaven. 


Hebrews 13:5: A Great Promise: “I will never 
fail thee.”” The promise is to those who keep their 
lives free from the love of money—a root of every 
form of evil. “The Lord is my helper, I will not be 
afraid; what can man do to me.” May we sing this 
song of deliverance from covetousness. 








is a witness and no man can be faithful unless he 
goes into all the world. The Christian life in the 
New Testament is described by athletic and military 
terms with which we are all familiar, but our 
churches are filled with folk who want to make 
the Christian varsity without ever keeping training 
or coming out for practise. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. To run with patience demands separation— 
Hebrews 12:1-2. (a) The incentive—those who 
have gone before— v la. (b) The necessity— v 
lb. (1) weights must be laid aside for no man can 
run the high hurdles in an overcoat. (2) sins must 
be laid aside for no man can keep the pace when 
he has not kept training. (c) The goal —v 2. We 
can’t run all over everywhere, we have to stay in 
our own lane and keep the tape before us. Christ is 
our goal. 


2. To run with patience demands consecration— 
1 Corinthains 9:24-27. (a) Purpose—run to win in 
Christian life—v 24. (b) Method—eliminate all 
things that hinder v 25. (c) Results—definite con- 
centration of energies. v. 26-27. 


Suggestions 


In life there are some things that are absolutely 
wrong, such as those things prohibited by the Ten 
Commandments; and there are some things that are 
always right, such as the fruit of the Spirit. But in 
between these there is a great area of behavior 
that no man can call good or bad. The Christian 
is a person who not only refuses to do outright 
evil and seeks to do the outright good, but he is a 
person who also wants to win in the Christian life 
so earnestly that he will refrain from doing any- 
thing in this “tattletale gray” area that hinders his 
own growth, keeps another from finding Christ, or 
brings God down to a questionable level. Among 
many of our young people today the real problem 
is not between good and bad, but between doing 
just as the crowd does or doing those things that 
make for strongest, most fruitful Christian life and 
witness. In your group you might study the Scrip- 
ture passages and then have the group discuss those 
common habits of young people today that are 
definite sins to be avoided. This could be followed 
by a discussion of those weights that hold us back 
in our Christian life, and which every Christian 
who wants to win in the Christian life is willing to 
drop. The discussion should be closed with a talk 





ra en 





ee ie eS 


a i ee ee te ee ee 


Aug. 15, 1946 


by some one stressing the fact that the Christian 


‘life is not going to church and going through the 


motions of religion. The purpose of Christianity 
js to reach others for Christ, and every Christian 
must reach others. Going to church is related to 
Christianity just like going to daily practise is re- 
lated to the big Saturday game. It is necessary as 
a preparation for doing the real work. Have you 
been attending practise but not playing the game 
day by day? 


Sept. 8: What Prayer Does To God 


Introduction 


Often we have sung that gospel chorus, “prayer 
changes things.”’ And a lot of folks these days talk 
much about the fact that prayer changes us. Most 
of our thinking about prayer has been in these 
terms—what thing can I get for me and what 
prayer does to me. I wonder what prayer does to 
God? Does it make any difference to God? We are 
not talking to the ceiling when we pray. God is on 
the other end of the line and hears, if something 
happens to us when we pray what happens to Him? 
Let’s look into His Word and see. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. What is prayer? Revelation 3:20. This verse 
is a simple illistration of what prayer really is. To 
pray is to simply open the door of your heart and 
let Christ come in that you might have communion 
and fellowship with Him. In that communion you 
may ask Him for those things you have need of. 


2. Why are many of our prayers not answered? 
Often times we open the door of our hearts for 
Jesus to come, and we ask Him for things and do 
not get them. Why? 


1. We ask selfishly for things—James 4:2. 


2. We ask when we have disobeyed the Bible. 
Prov. 28:9. 


3. We ask when we have robbed God of that 
which is His own. Malachi 3:7-10. 


4. We ask when we have an unforgiving spirit. 
Matt. 5:23-24, 


5. We ask when we are at “outs” with some of 
our family. 1 Peter 3:5-7. 


6. We ask and don’t really believe anything is 
going to happen. James 1:5-7. 


If these things are in our hearts and lives they 
block the door so that Christ can’t come in and 
answer our prayers. 


Suggestions 


God in His infinite wisdom has seen fit to work 
by means of our prayers, and in grace God has 
drawn near to us in Christ and opened up the way 
by which we can pray. But when we fail to pray, 
or when we pray prayers that can’t be answered 
because of the hindrances listed above we are guilty 
of limiting the Unlimited and of weakening the 
almighty. It is a serious thing to be a Christian and 
fail to pray, or to pray wrongly. We ought always 
to pray, and every time we pray and don’t get an 
answer we should examine our motives and lives to 
see what’s wrong with us. 


The following books are excellent reading in the 
art of prayer: “Men Who Prayed,” Frost; “With 
Christ in the School of Prayer,” Murray; “Prayer, 
0” Hallesby; “Prayer,” John R. Rice. 
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You might get one or more of these and use 
them for this program, or just pass them around 
for members of your group to read the week 
following the program. 


Sept. 15: What Prayer Does To Me 
Introduction 


Many people tell us these days that prayer has 
unconsciously arisen out of our fears, or from our 
wishful thinking, or maybe we have just fooled 
ourselves. A lot of folks talk about prayer being 
the exercise of those who think God is a glorified 
Santa Claus. 


Those who thus criticise prayer may have watch- 
ed some Christians who did not know how to pray, 
but they show no signs of being faintly acquainted 
with the Bible doctrine of prayer. Prayer is not 
some means by which we get our wills done in 
heaven, but it is God’s method of getting His will 
done on earth. When we pray we not only ask God 
to act for us, but we place ourselves at the dis- 
posal of God according to His will. Let’s list some 
of the things that happen to us when we thus pray, 
= i? name of Christ and according to the will of 

od. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. When we pray we are working for God. (a) In 
sending out laborers—Matt. 9:37-38. (b) In evan- 
gelizing the world—Spirit works when we pray— 
John 16:7-11. (c) In helping the needy—Phil. 1:19. 
(d) In helping our national welfare—2 Chron. 7:14. 


2. When we pray we are helping ourselves. (a) 
We see ourselves and our problems as they reallly 
are—Matt. 26:40-41. (b) We receive the power to 
live as we ought—Ephesians 3:14-19. (c) We 
abound in love and discernment—Phil. 1:9-11. (d) 
We lay hold on that peace that passes understand- 
ing—Phil. 4:6-7. 


Suggestion 


In this whole matter of prayer we ought to study 
carefully the Scripture truth on it, but we should 
also put it to the test. In connection with this 
second program you can put the truth of what 
happens to me when I pray to the practical test. 
If you want to do something that you have been 
taught is wrong, or if you want to do something 
that is doubtful, stop to pray about it. What hap- 
pens? If you pray sincerely you will see it in its 
true light. God tells us that we ought to love every- 
body. Is there somebody that you don’t like, some- 
body that just “gets your goat”? Pray about how 
you feel and do what God tells you. You will find 
yourself loving that person. You ought to know 
more about the Bible. Ask God to show you the 
truth that you need, then study your Bible ex- 
pectantly. 


Outlines Of Truth 


Here are two outlines of Bible truth on prayer 
that you might like to use in connection with either 
this program or the one last week. 


A Practical Program Of Prayer 
(Matt. 6:5-8) 


1. The Period—when thou prayest. We must 
have a time for prayer. 
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2. The Place—enter thy closet. We must have a 
place dedicated to prayer. 

3. The Privacy. You have shut the door. We must 
shut out the world. 

4. The Practise. Pray. We must keep at it and 
not quit. 

5. The Persons. Pray to thy Father—reward you. 
God and you are together. 

6. The Promise will reward you openly. Receiv- 
ing is proof of correct asking. 

7. The* Phraseology—not vain repetitions, but 
sincere words. 


The Model Prayer 
(Matt. 6:9-13) 
1. Relationship—Our Father. Have you been born 
again? 


2. Responsibility—hallowed be thy name. Do 
you want to honor God? 


3. Purpose—Thy kingdom come. What’s first— 
your interest or God’s? 


4. Dependence: (a) physical—give us our daily 
bread. (b) spiritual—forgive us our debts. (e) 
practical—lead us not into temptation. 


5. Praise—Thine is the kingdom. Who gets the 
credit? 


Prayer is the great unemployed force in our 
world today—either because folks don’t use it or 
don’t know how. Use these two Sunday nights to 
learn about it in Scripture, experience of the 
church, and your own habits. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


All Auxiliary Members 
Please Read! 
By Mrs. T. H. Daniel* 


When the Woman’s Auxiliary was organized by 
Mrs. Winsboro in our church twenty five years ago, 
we gave up a loved and thriving Foreign Missionary 
society, all of the regular funds of which went to 
Foreign Missions. It was distressing to many of us 
to agree that thenceforward we would send only a 
little over half our gifts to Foreign Missions, but 
we were convinced that it was best to support all 
the benevolent causes. Many, many local auxiliaries 
could say about the same. 


We never assumed the responsibility for pastor’s 
salaries, etc., but our gifts were entrusted to our 
church treasurers, to be divided in the proportions 
recommended by the General Assembly. We re- 
garded this as a trust, but the presbyteries evident- 
ly did not, for, by their direction, the “benevo- 
lences” of both auxiliary and church are divided in- 
to three parts, for Presbyterial, Synodical and As- 
sembly work, the proportions varying somewhat in 
different presbyteries. Of one of the three parts, 
the Assembly benevolences, 52 per cent is sent to 
Foreign Missions, so that only about one fifth of 
our regular auxiliary contributions is used for the 
main task that Jesus gave us. “Go ye into all the 
world!’’ 


Now what shall we do about it, in this day when 
the dullest eyes can see God opening every avenue 
of opportunity to obey our “marching orders?” 
Surely we must obey God rather than men. Re- 
member the recent warning in “Day by Day,” on 
the danger of blind obedience? 


The Christian presbyterians who have thus de- 
creed are, no doubt, conscientious men, but con- 
science has often been warped by prejudice. We all 
know of the old preacher who met William Carey’s 
plea for a missionary to India with the statement: 
“Young man, when God is ready to convert the 
heathen, He will do it without your aid or mine.” 
That Christian leader did not mean to lie, but what 


he said was not true. And even John Knox, of 
brilliant mind and saintly consecration, wrote: “The 
First Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous 
Army of Women.” 


No, we are just as responsible to decide what is 
best, and then do it, as any group of Christian men. 


The solution is not difficult, it is to designate 
our gifts. Specially designated funds, like our special 
Foreign Mission offering our Joy Gift, etc., are 
applied as designated. So every local auxiliary 
treasurer can be directed to divide each payment 
to her church treasurer into two equal parts, de- 
signating one-half for Foreign Missions, and the 
other half for “Benevolences,” to be divided as 
the presbytery instructs. This would assure an 
aproximate division of Auxiliary funds, such as 
we agreed to when we first consented to send our 
money through the church, so no presbytery has 
the right to raise any objection. But far more im- 
portant is the recognition of our supreme obligation 
to send the light of the world to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death. 


Let us do this at once, and then we can begin to 
pray that the church may more and more follow us, 
as we follow Christ. 


“Charlottesville, Va. 


On Reading The Bible © 


By Francis Carr Stifler 


I read the Bible through last fall in fifty days, 
reading from two to three hours a day. During the 
seven weeks I read little else, but meditated much 
upon the chapters of the day. This is only one of 
the many ways of reading the Bible. I found that 
1t yielded certain values that no other Bible reading 
uad ever given me. They were overwhelming, over- 
all impressions that will always stay with me to 
support whatever else I do with the Bible. I found 
the centrality of God in the Book. I found, to 
adapt the lingo of our age of radio, that I could 
say of the Bible, “This is God speaking.” The title 
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“Word of God” will always have a richer content 
for me now. I found the universality of the Bible’s 
promises—that they were made, as the Christmas 
angel said, “‘to all people.” What a discovery it 
was as I faced my coming duties to our new “One 
World”! I was deeply impressed with the Bible’s 
forward look. It is an old Book. It relates long 
stretches of history. But a glow of better things 
to come never fades out as one turns the pages. 


There is much that my fifty-day rate of reading 
did not give me. It added little to my ability to 
excel in a Bible quiz. It contributed little to my 
store of memory verses, and even less to my know- 
ledge of systematic theology; and yet it did give 
me the priceless values I speak of. 


There are many ways of reading the Bible. Any 
method pursued in prayerful sincerity is fruitful. 
The reading of favorite chapters is always profi- 
table. It is profitable for the beginner. It is like 
priming the pump for one who never knew the 
sweetness of the living water. It is profitable for 
the Bible lover. He knows from long experience, 
how refreshing these familiar chapters are, however 
often he may turn to them. It helps to store the 
memory with those riches which no circumstance 
in life can rob one of. But maybe, most of all, the 
reading of these favorite passages becomes the 
beginning of the revival of a habit of regular 
Bible reading in a life that has stumbled through 
the years without it. 


For it is regular, systematic, studied Bible read- 
ing that counts the most. Each searcher must find 
the approach and the method most profitable for 
him. He will find it if he persists. Men need the 
Bible every day as they need sunshine, food and 
sleep. As men have their tastes for what and 
where they eat and where and when they sleep and 
what their daily exercise shall be, so they must 
find their most rewarding form of Bible reading; 
but they must find it, they must add it to their 
list of daily necessities. 


Some will read the Bible devotionally. This, how- 
ever, is not a common American mood and it may 
be that the woeful lack of Bible reading in our 
land stems from the feeling of many people that 
this is the only acceptable approach. Of course it 
is not. The Bible may be read topically. It may be 
read by Books. It may be read as history. It may 
be read with biographical interest. The Bible’s 
poetry may appeal to some, its prophecy to others, 
its Oriental imagery to not a few. Many earnest 
readers may use their Bible daily as a mirror, 
looking at themselves, their sins, their failures, 
their hopes, the paths to victory that the Book pre- 
sents to them. There are a thousand ways to make 
God’s Word one’s daily blessing. 


As dishes and beds help us to enjoy the benefits 
of daily food and rest, so there are countless helps 
at hand for the one who is determined to become 
a daily Bible reader. Many copies of the Bible 
have, bound in with the sacred text, suggestions 
and outlines of great merit. Churches and Sunday 
Schools fail in their opportunity if they do not offer 
guidance here. Not a week passes but there appears 
some new book about the Bible and how to use it. 
It is only lack of hungar and thirst after righteous- 
08: that keeps any man from being a daily Bible 
reader. 


However we read, it should be to the one end— 
that we should know Christ. In my fifty-one day 
reading I found in the New Testament the cream 


of what I read. There was fulfillment. There was 
clarity. There was power. There was direction. 
There was World fellowship. There was victory. 
Whatever the method chosen, reading the Bible 
should be done to find Christ for oneself. He has 
done his part. He stands at the door and knocks. 
In His Book is the key to the great discovery for 
every man. 


From Bible Society Record, September, 1945. 
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“Kiddie-Kits” For Overseas 


On World Community Day, November 1, 1946, 
as we come together in our beautiful American 
churches to dedicate ourselves anew to the bonds 
of Christian brotherhood and the cause of peace 
around the world, a cry of anguish will be ringing 
in our ears—the cry of children hungry and cold, 
and frightened—the children of the “starvation 
areas” of the world—the children living in damp 
rat-infested cellars, without heat, and with only 
thin little rags for clothing—the children whose 
mothers died because they had “done without” too 
long, in order to have something to give their 
children, and had no energy left to resist the 
ravages of disease. 


Little folks who have every right to be happy 
and gay and carefree—even as our children in 
America. But are they not also “our” children— 
members of one family in Christ? 


Can we worship the Father in spirit and in truth 
—can we pray for His continued bounty and bless- 
ings for ourselves—while we ignore the cries of 
His little ones? 


The church women of America have already 
shown their eagerness to meet the present crisis 
with true Christian giving. In such a situation the 
children not only suffer most but are closest to 
our hearts and most acutely on our consciences. 
Let us therefore bring to our Lord through these 
children an offering and a material gift, as we 
come together to observe World Community Day, 
1946. 


Our Offering 


“When Saw We Thee Hungry?” Let us give a 
truly sacrificial offering of money for the purchase 
of milk and other food concentrates to be sent to 
the children of Europe and Asia, and for our own 
continuing work for peace, so that never again will 
such a holocaust. of human misery and suffering 
engulf the world. 


Our Gifts 


“When Saw We Thee Naked?” On World Com- 
munity Day, November 1, the women of America 
are called upon to bring to their churches 500,000 
packets of clothing for boys and gifts from 1 to 4 
years of age, and there to consecrate their gifts to 
Christ the Saviour, who took the little children in 
His arms and blessed them. 


Here’s What To Put In The Kits 


2 suits or dresses (or material), 3 pairs pull-on 
pants or panties (or 12 diapers in kits for l-year 
olds), 3 sets underwear, 3 sets nightclothes, 3 pairs 
socks, 2 sweaters, 1 pair mittens and 1 cap (or 
bonnet), 1 pair house slippers (soft soles only), 
3 towels, 3 washcloths, 1 soft tuck-in toy, 1 bright 
searf, 1 blanket (see shipping directions below) 
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Here’s How To Pack Them 


Fold the articles to be contained in each bundle 
on an imaginary 15” by 24” base (to fit baler 
used at center where all bundles are finally pre- 
pared for shipment). Be sure that the top as well 
as the bottom of bundle is also 15” by 24’, and 
that sides are as straight as possible. Height is 
unimportant. Wrap each bundle neatly in blanket 
approximately 36” by 58”; square sides carefully, 
and pin flaps smoothly with safety-pins. This bundle 
will exactly fit the baler, and will not need to be 
rehandled. Do not include food, soap, shoes, or 
breakable toys. They will be crushed in the baler 
and may spoil other goods. Be sure to pack bundles 
according to these instructions; ship to nearest 
warehouse for baling. 


Articles may be new or clean used ones, carefully 
repaired. Many church women overseas would be 
happy to make clothing for their own children or 
those within their parish if you prefer to substitute 
materials for garments listed (include needles, 
thread, buttons, tape, trimming). Within reason, 
the contents of the kits may be varied. If you can- 
not assemble a complete kit, get friends to help, or 
bring such articles as you have. Sew to outside of 
bundle a cloth tag marked “G” (girl) or “B” (boy) 
and age 1-2-3 or 4. It would be nice to tuck a 
personal note to the child’s mother into each 
bundle. 


Ship all kits (prepaid) to your nearest Church 
World Service Center. They are as follows: New 
Windsor, Md.; Modesto, Calif; 236 Beacon St., 
Boston 16, Mass.; 101 Pine St., Dayton 2, Ohio; 
108 Gold St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y.; 2247 East Marginal 
Way, Seattle 4, Wash.; 7110 Compton Ave., Los 
Angeles 1, Calif.; 1735 S. Vandenter Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 


This project has full endorsement of the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work and Synodical Presidents, 
and is commended to the women of our Church. 
No further instructions are needed, since there is 
no box to be ordered for use in shipping. The 
blanket-wrapped bundle will be shipped to the 
nearest Center as stated above and all bundles will 
be baled there. 


= —___ 


Woman's Auxiliary Birthday Offering 
And War Reliet 


The part our Church is playing in relieving the 
suffering over our world caused by the war is 
gathered together under the name of War Relief. 
In this church year the Assembly’s Committee is 
seeking to lead our Church toward a goal of at 
least $250,000.00. This is a minimum and the need 
which faces us on every front challenges the best 
that is in us. 


The hearts of all concerned with this problem 
were cheered on the opening night of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary Training School here in Montreat when 
the announcement was made that War Relief had 
been given $54,561.00 out of the Birthday Offer- 
ing. For this liberal offering of our women the 
War Relief Committee is profoundly grateful. The 
Committee is also greatly encouraged by it. This 
means that our people are rallying to extend the 
hand of Christian affection across the seas to those 
in need. It means that we are having a part in 
Protestantism’s preaching of the Gospel throughout 
the world by meeting the world’s need in the name 
and power of Jesus Christ. 


The liberality of this Birthday Offering will have 
influence throughout our Church. It will act as a 


stimulus to congregations and ministers everywhere. 
This large amount moves us nearer our goal. It 
will be an inspiration to all who hear of it to give 
that others may live in body and in spirit. It wil] 
inspire confidence in our War Relief efforts. It 
will encourage the hearts of leaders in other de. 
nominations with whom we work. It will cause 
those who lead this work in our own Church to 
press forward in their efforts with a new convic- 
tion that the Church is behind their efforts. 


(Editor’s Note: A check for $54,561.00 was pre- 
sented to Dr. Broyles in person during the opening 
session of the Woman’s Auxiliary Training School 
in Montreat, North Carolina, July 25, 1946.) 
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Combined Agency Spearheads 
Drive For European Supplies 


Spearheading the drive of the Protestant chur- 
ches of America to send at least $50,000,000 in 
money and countributed supplies to Europe and 
Asia during the next four years, the three great 
overseas service agencies have been consolidated 
into one organization—Church World Service. 


This integration of the work of the Church Con- 
mittee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, the 
Commission for World Council Service and the 
Church Committee for Relief in Asia is expected 
to facilitate swifter and more effective service in 
the present emergency. 


The organization will have its headquarters in the 
historic Satterlee House at 37 East Thirty-Sixth 
Street, New York, N. Y. 


President of the new agency will be Harper 
Sibley, who has served as Chairman of both the 
Church Committee on Overseas Relief and Recon- 
struction and Church Committee for Relief in Asia. 


Dr. Livingston Warnshmis of the Reformed 
Church in America, for many years head of the 
International Missionary Council, will be executive 
Vice-President. Dr. Warnshuis was the first Ameri- 
can with civilian status to visit the continent of 
Europe after D-Day, where he went for consulta- 
tion with world church leaders on behalf of the 
American churches. The story of need he brought 
back led American church people to more than 
double budgets for overseas relief, 


Dr. Leslie B. Moss, formerly director of Church 
Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, 
will be Director of Promotion in the new Commit- 
tee, and Dr. Robbins W. Barstow, formerly director 
of the Commission for World Council Service, be- 
comes Director of Service in the new agency. 

—Chureh Work Service Bulletin. 
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THE LOAD OF SIN 


As an Indian Evangelist was preaching, a flip- 
pant youth interrupted him: “You tell about the 
burden of sin. I feel none. How heavy is it? Eighty 
pounds? Ten pounds?” 

The preacher answered: “Tell me, if you laid 
four hundred pounds’ weight on a corpse would it 
feel the load?” 

“No, because it’s dead,” replied the youth. The 
preacher said: “That spirit, too, is dead, which 
feels no load of sin.” 

—Hoboken Church Bulletin. 
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Pages From The Congo 
By Rev. John Morrison* 


Mukinyi is dead! That’s the news I got one 
morning. News like that always comes as a shock, 
when a person alive and well suddenly passes over 
the border. But the explanation was a greater 
shock still, “He hanged himself.” 


Who was Mukinyi, and why did he do such a 
thing? He was a workman at Moma, and sad to say, 
not a Christian. We have classes of instruction for 
our workmen, so that no one can pass through our 
hands in any capacity and say they never heard the 
gospel, but the sad fact is that many have ears to 
hear, but don’t hear. 


Now the reason behind Mukinyi’s tragic act was 
that a leopard had come into his “fence” and 
killed his two goats, and Mukinyi, in a fit of anger, 
or despair, or abnormality, ended his life. 


You wouldn’t think that a valid reason for such 
a drastic act, even in the life of a native who only 
believes in a vague sort of spirit world, but then the 
Basala have a passion for owning goats and sheep, 
and note that I said, “owning” them. You never 
hear of a Musala, (which is the singular of Basala, 
and means a native of the tribe of the Basalam- 
pasu), killing a goat or sheep. They are kept for 
two purposes, for paying as a marriage dowry and 
for killing in the feast that follows one’s death. 
A death is just as much a “social” event as a 
marriage, probably more so. I went to a village 
some time ago on an evangelistic itineration, and 
found the “headwoman” of the village extremely 
ill with advanced pneumonia. I had a few sulfa 
drugs with me, and gave her one to start with, but 
she was dead in half an hour. That night the 
“madila” or death wail held sway throughout the 
village, and the drums tolled, or rolled out the news, 
and by next morning the countryside seemed to 
have gathered. They killed 37 goats and sheep, and 
while my previous knowledge indicated that the 
dead herd was buried with the deceased, I noticed 


this time that many were eating meat, a rare thing 
with the Basala, and I learned that only the heads 
and the feet of the animals had been interred. 
However, it was with obvious relish that they in- 
formed me that 37 animals had been slaughtered 
for the burial service. But then the deceased was 
the leading lady of the village. 


Now we come to the reason for Mukimyi’s de- 


spair. Taking his average salary, it took him possibly 


10 months salary to obtain two goats. He was un- 
married, and marriage dowries here run from 10 
to twenty goats, quite an imposing sum to pay 
by the ordinary native. I do not know what econ- 
omies Mukinyi effected to be able to buy two goats 
nor how long it took him to buy them, but that 
was all he possessed of this world’s goods. The 
sudden loss of all his wealth was too much for him. 
Whether he took special pride in building up his 
stock or not I don’t know, but generally those who 
possess little have greatest pride in ownership, and 
the prospect of marriage and in case of death, 
prestige, being frustrated, he thought he was pay- 
ing out Fate by committing sucide. Possibly in his 
innermost mind he thought that the leopard was 
a departed spirit in possession or that someone had 
“made medicine” to get his goats killed, and back 
of his mind was the inbread idea that by killing 
himself his spirit would come back and haunt the 
guilty person, and he would thus get his revenge. 


Can you imagine what it means when such a 
man begins to get even a glimpse of the truth of 
the love of God for mankind? To know the joy of 
God’s redemptive love and the hope of a life, ex- 
ceeding in happiness all the imagination of man! 
There are lots of Mukinyis in this land, but the 
good news is being steadily carried into numbers 
of heathen villages, and perhaps the day may 
come when to all of those Basala, life will be more 
than the loss of two goats, or the frustation of 
some native customs. 


“For I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” 


*Moma, Luisa, Luebo, Congo Belge, Africa. 











General Church News 


Meeting Of Stockholders 
And Trustees Of Mountain 
Retreat Association 


By Deedie-May Austin 


Montreat, N. C., Aug. 1, 1946—The stockholders 
and trustees of stock of the Mountain Retreat 
Association met here in annual session Thursday 
(Aug. 1), to hear reports on last years work and 
to name members of the board of directors for the 
coming year. Dr. J. M. Wells, Sumter, S. C., 
presided. 


Dr. R. C. Anderson was re-elected president and 
treasurer of the association. Other officers named 


by the directors are: Dr. R. F. Campbell, Asheville, 
vice-president; George Wright, Asheville, secretary; 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Montreat, health officer, and 
Greer Johnson, assistant to the president, and re- 
corder. 


Named to the board of directors by the stockhold- 
ers are: Doctor Anderson, Doctor Campbell, Doctor 
Bell, Mr. Wright, Dr. T. H. Spence, Montreat; Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan, Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. John R. Cunningham, 
Davidson, N. C.; Karl D: Hudson, Raleigh, N. C.; 
W. H. Belk, Charlotte, N. C., and Henry Wilson, 
Morganton, N. C. 


Two directors named the program committee for 
the Montreat conference season, all members being 
re-elected with the following additions: Dr. S. B. 
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Lapsley, Atlanta, to succeed Dr. Claud H. Pritchard, 
Atlanta, executive secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
and Dr. H. H. Thompson, Jackson, Miss., director 
of evangelism in the General Assembly. The other 
members include Doctor Anderson, Miss Janie W. 
McGaughey, Atlanta; Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Nash- 
ville; Dr. Edward D. Grant, Richmond, Va.; Dr. 
Wade H. Boggs, Louisville, Ky., and Dr. J. G. 
Patton, Jr., Atlanta, Ga. 



























































Dr. J. Gray McAllister, Richmond, resigned as 
program director and platform manager, and the 
directors requested the program committee to sub- 
mit nominations for his successor, when that com- 
mittee meets here August 9. 



































The board also adopted a resolution requestin;: 
the program committee to “strengthen the program 
for the 1947 summer conference season.” 














Annual reports were made by Doctor Anderson, 
who used the auditor’s report for his report as 
treasurer. This shows the association financially 
sound. He told of the destructive fires at Montreat 
in the last year, including the fire at the Alba 
Hotel, and one other building here. He also told 
of the progress in the construction of a new hotel 
and dormitory to replace the Alba Hotel, stating 
that approximately half of the amount of money 
needed for this new building is on hand. The build- 
ing will cost approximately $250,000, he said. 















































Montreat College trustees whose terms expired 
this year were re-elected. They are Mrs. R. C. 
Anderson, Doctor Anderson, Doctor Campbell, Mr. 
Wright and Ralph Robinson, of Gastonia, N. C. 
The term is for three years. 




















The college trustees, also meeting here, renamed 
the college administrative staff, which includes 
Doctor Anderson, president and treasurer; Dr. Mar- 
garet Spencer, dean; Miss Margaret Wade, assistant 
dean; Miss Annie Hudson, bookkeeper, and Miss 
Lucile Gardner, secretary to the dean. 























The college trustees empowered Doctor Anaer- 
son to employ a promotion person to help complere 
the desired endowment for the college, which thie 
fall will open a senior class, thus completing the 
plan to make Montreat College a four-year college. 
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DIRECTOR OF RADIO 


Dr. John M. Alexander, minister of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fayetteville, N. C., yester- 
day announced to his congregation his acceptance 
of a call to become the first director of radio for 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States. He 
was elected to the new post by the radio committee 
of his denomination a few weeks ago. He has been 
chairman of this committee since it was set up by 
the General Assembly of the Church three years 
ago, is now serving also as the first chirman of the 
Southern Religious Radio Conference. 



























































Born in Jackson, Miss., Dr. Alexander was edu- 
cated at Southwestern Presbyterian University and 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. He 
later took postgraduate work at the University of 
Missouri while serving as pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Columbia, S. C. Following this pastorate 
in Missouri, Dr. Alexander served for seven years 
as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Bir- 
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mingham, Ala., and from there he was called to the 
pastorate in North Carolina which he has just re- 
signed. 


Beginning his work in Fayetteville about the 
time the second World War began, Dr. Alexander 
took an active interest in the welfare of the men 
and women in the army stationed at Fort Bragg, 
He put the resources of his local church at their 
service and later led the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina in setting up a special department 
that ministered to thousands of service men and 
women within that state. Dr. Alexander has also 
distinguished himself as a leader in the field of in- 
ter-church cooperation. He has represented his de- 
nomination on the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ for many years, and is now a member of 
that body’s executive committee. 


Last year, in cooperation with the radio com- 
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
with a group representing the Methodist Church in 
the South, he helped to establish the Southern Re- 
ligious Radio Conference. This organization was the 
first of its kind in America, and has been widely 
hailed by leaders in radio broadcasting as a land- 
mark in the field of inter-church cooperation. 


The radio committee of the Southern Presbyter- 
ian Church, under Dr. Alexander’s leadership, has 
sponsored two series of programs over large 
southern networks. Known as the Presbyterian 
Hour, these Sunday morning broadcasts have won 
the attention of millions of listeners. 


Last May the General Assembly of the Church 
put the radio committee in its annual budget for 
$50,000. Much of this will be spent for defraying 
the cost of telephone line charges for the Presby- 
terian Hour, and part will be used for setting up 
the denomination’s radio office in Atlanta, Ga. Dr. 
Alexander plans to move to Atlanta around the 
middle of September, in time for the opening of a 
new Presbyterian Hour series over more than 
thirty stations on Sunday, October 6. 


Dr. J. H. Marion, Jr., pastor of the Grace Coven- 
ant Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Va., has 
been made the new chairman of. the Presbyterian 
Radio Committee. That position was automatically 
made vacant by Dr. Alexander’s selection as full- 
time director. Dr. Marion has been active in the 
work of the committee for the past two years. 


Dr. Peter H. Pleume, pastor of Highland Presby- 
terian Church, Louisville, Ky., is the new vice- 
chairman of the committee, and the Rev. Alex. R. 
Batchelor, Richmond, Va., the Secretary. Other 
members are the Rev. R. A. Lapsley, Jr., D.D., of 
Roanoke, Va.; Mr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., of Rich- 
mond, Va.; the Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D., San Antonio, 
Tex.; Mr. W. H. Williams of Little Rock, Ark.; and 
Mr. T. E. Veitch, Starkville, Miss. 





SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


The Synod of Virginia will meet at Hampden- 
Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, Va., on Tues- 
day, September 3, 1946, at 7:30 P.M. Members 
will please be prepared to report the distance, by 
the most direct route, from home to Hampden- 
Sydney. —Joseph A. McMurray, Stated Clerk. 
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General Assembly's Pastoral 
Letter On Marriage With 
Roman Catholics 


Increasingly evident is the unwisdom of the mar- 
riage between Presbyterians and Roman Catholics. 


While the Roman Catholic laity accept Presby- 
terians as fellow Christians, their priests do not 
recognize our ministry as valid or our Communion 
as a part of the Church of Christ. This creates a 
deep and wide gulf which at once appears in the 
marriage rite itself. 


If a priest of the Roman Catholic Church per- 
forms the ceremony, the Presbyterian party to the 
marriage is required to promise to do nothing to 
change the faith of the Roman Catholic party; 
altho the Roman Catholic is expected by his church 
to win the Presbyterian. Also the Presbyterian is 
required to sign away the unborn children to an 
ecclesiastical organization that will forever forbid 
them to worship with their parent in the Presby- 
terian Church. 


We call upon our members to stand uncompromis- 
ingly in this matter, to resist resolutely this unfair 
demand and refuse to make such a promise, es- 
pecially in an hour when they are not truly free 
but are under the emotional compulsion of roman- 
tic love. Having acted under that compulsion the 
non-Catholic henceforth lives under a promise which 
a conscientious Christian will find it increasingly 
difficult to observe without mental and spiritual 
strain, threatening the peace and stability of the 
home. 


If, on the other hand, a Presbyterian minister 
officiates at the marriage, the Roman Catholic 
party is denied the Communion of his Church and 
is considered by that Church to be living in sin. 


Priding herself upon the rigid enforcement of 
her law the Roman Catholic Church is relentless 
in this matter, with the result that there has been, 
and is, suffering and tragedy in many homes 
throughout our land. 


In view of these facts, the General Assembly 
counsels Presbyterians to refrain from marriage 
with Roman Catholics as long as the demands and 
rulings of that Church remain unchanged. This 
counsel is not given in a spirit of retaliation, even 
though we believe the demands and rulings men- 
tioned to be harsh and unfair. We do not ad- 
vance the cause of Christ by returning evil for 
evil. Positive and constructive action is demanded 
of us for the spiritual welfare of our people. The 
Roman Catholic attitude with reference to mixed 
marriages makes it impossible for a wholesome 
family religious life to exist and continually re- 
quires the Protestant to surrender or compromise 
his personal convictions. What is even more serious, 
it involves the signing away of the spiritual birth- 
right of unborn children by denying them the pos- 
sibility of any religious training in the home other 
than that prescribed by the Roman Catholic Church. 
It is far better that the parties concerned should 


not marry than that these tragic results should 
follow. 


————_—_ =e 


FLORENCE, S. C. 


Rev. James Tubbs, of Knoxville, Tenn., 1946 
graduate of Union Theological Seminary, has ac- 
cepted a call as Assistant Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Florence, S. C., and entered upon 

is new duties on July 1. 
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ONE OF THESE 
REGULAR 
INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself — For 
Another — Or 


Jointly 





And ... at the same time ... your invested 
funds become a GIFT to Foreign Missions, 
thus making it possible for you to both 
INVEST and GIVE in one transaction. 


Annuity rates range from 215 to 7 percent, 
based on age of the recipient. Payments are 
made semi-annually. The income does not 
shrink nor fiuctuate—the rate never changes. 
Certain income tax exemptions are allowed 
on both principal and income. Your money 
becomes a Living Investment in Foreign 
Missions. 


For full and detailed information about the 
many attractive features of Annuity Gifts, 
write to: 
Curry B. Hearn 
Treasurer 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 

P. O. Box 330 
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Bethel Presbytery 


On the first Sunday in June, Rev. T. K. Mow- 
bray was installed as pastor of Bullock Creek 
Church, the Commission composed of Dr. Tilden 
Scherer, who presided and preached; Dr. John C. 
Bailey, who charged the people; and Rev. M. P. 
Calhoun, who charged the pastor. Ruling Elder 
J. N. Russell, Clerk. That afternoon’s installation 
took place at the Salem Church, with Dr. John C. 
Bailey presiding; Rev. Hugh Hamilton, of Gaffney, 
S. C., who preached by invitation; Rev. W. H. 
Bowman, who charged the people; Dr. Bailey, who 
charged the pastor; and Ruling Elder Sam. J. 
Strain, Clerk. 


A Vacation Bible School*was held at Hopewell 
Chapel for one week. Four young people united 
with Salem Church as a result. 

—T. K. Mowbray. 
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Dr. & Mrs. Frank W. Price 
In United States 


Dr. and Mrs. Frank W. Price arrived in San 
Francisco, Calif., July 18, sailing from China on 
July 4. Dr. Price is speaking at Montreat, N. C., 
during the Foreign Mission Conference on the 
subject, “Chiang Kai-shek As I Know Him,” or 
“Our New Responsibility And Danger In China.” 
Mrs. Price, who has been in China continuously 
since 1939, is also on the Foreign Mission Confer- 
ence program (August 8-14). —H.K.T. 





Cleveland - Bethesda And 
Elmwood Group 


Sunday rounded out the first year of present 
pastorate. A fine eight days’ meeting at Bethesda, 
conducted by Rev. J. T. Barham, closed _ then. 
Twelve new members were received, eleven of 
them by profession. During the year seven new 
officers were installed. A good Daily Bible School 
ended on Friday night. In the twelve months 29 
new members were received altogether. 


Sunday a member was received at Cleveland 
and an infant baptized. Two new elders were to be 
installed, but owing to illness of one of them, it 
had to be deferred. Dr. C. W. McMurray assisted 
in a meeting in spring. His presence was a joy. 
The interior and furnishings were done over dur- 
ing winter. The new Hammond Organ was given 
by a good friend of a Sister Church. Eleven new 
members have been enrolled. 


Elmwood is an active hive. During the year, she 
has raised near a thousand dollars for a much 
needed manse in the group. Some much needed re- 
pairing is well under way on building. She too has 
had a Bible School. Miss Elizabeth Chester has 
ably assisted in the two schools. An enthusiastic 
Young People’s Organization has been on the job 
for several months, It was started a few months 
ago. Sixteen new members have been enrolled. 
She as well as Bethesda have exceeded the coveted 
goal of one new member for each ten old ones. 

Another coveted goal was reached in the group, 
that is, an average of one new member every Sun- 
day throughout the year. This was exceeded. We 
received 56. Five new officers were installed in 
Elmwood. Cleveland has called a congregational 
meeting to elect two additional new deacons. Sure- 
ly the Lord has been good. The people have 
heartily responded. —Thos. B. Ruff, Pastor. 
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School For Town And Country 
Ministers At Emory University 


The School for Town and Country Ministers 
was held this year, July 1-18, at Emory Univer. 
sity, in the Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, Ga. 


In an interview with Dean H. B. Trimble, he 
requested that I emphasize that the school is oper. 
ated on a strictly non-sectarian basis. Ministers 
from the different denominations are able to 
qualify for a scholarship to this school. Secondly, 
this schoo] is made possible by the Sears-Roebuck 
Foundation which generously subsidizes the Uni- 
versity in granting sustentation scholarships to 
ministers of different denominations. Thirdly, this 
is to be an annual event. This school will be con- 
ducted at Emory University next summer and each 
summer thereafter about the same date. 


Quoting from last year’s report, I shall state the 
exact purpose of the School for Town and Country 
Ministers in the words of Anthony Hearn: “The 
School for Town and Country Ministers was a 
serious effort to give up-to-date information about 
Rural Life and guidance in the most effective 
methods of the Church’s ministry and an inspira- 
tion to do a greater service. Every one left ‘this 
school’ with a new zeal and a greater appreciation 
of his work and a new consecration to it.” 


The Candler School of Theology again, this sum- 
mer, opened its doors and permitted qualified min- 
isters to enter its “cloistered halls’ of learning in 
order that these ministers may render a greater 
service than ever before. Emory University furn- 
ished the tuition, while Sears-Roebuck furnished 
about 90 percent of the scholarships. Dean H. B. 
Trimble appointed Prof. Emmett Johnson, Director 
of Field Work, to direct this School. There was a 
group of able instructors to help with the instruc- 
tion. There were special lecturers from State De- 
partments of Agriculture, Bureaus of Economics 
from different universities, etc. 


On July 15 all classes adjourned for the follow- 
ing program, which will give you a better idea as 
to the work done in this School: . 


8:30 A.M.—Morning Devotions. 

8:45 A.M.—Statement of the Purpose of Confer- 
ence. 

9:00 A.M.—The Educational Needs of the Rural 
Community: Dr. John E. Brewton, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

9:30 A.M.—The Soil - Our Basic Resource: Dr. 
T. S. Buie, Spartanburg, S. C. 

10:00 A.M.—The Economic Structure of the Rural 

: Community: Dr. Wilson Gee, Uni- 
versity of Virginia. 

10:30 A.M.—What the Rural South May Expect 
in the Next Decade: I. W. Duggan, 
Washington, D. C. 

11:00 A.M.—Forum: What Next in the South? 
Dr. A. J. Walton, Clarksville, 
Tenn. 

12:00 M.—The Rural Church - A National Re- 
source: Dr. A. W. Hewitt, of Ver- 
mont. 

12:30 P.M.—Adjournment. 

2:00 P.M.—The Press and the Rural South: J. 
Oliver Emmerich, of Mississippi. 

2:30 P.M.—The Radio and Rural Life: Everett 
Mitchell, Chicago, Ill. 

3:00 P.M.—Industry’s Stake in the Rural South: 
F. W. Peck, Chicago, Ill. 
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3:30 P.M.—Forum: What Next at Emory? Dr. 
A. J. Walton. 
4:30 P.M.—Adjournment. 


The school facilities were excellent. The rooms 
in the dormitories, and the food at the university 
cafeterias and other places, the libraries, the tennis 
courts, and the swimming pools, were all that any- 
one could desire. 


There were seventy-eight ministers at the school 
last year and one hundred and fifteen this year, 
which will attest to the worth of the school. 


Here is a sample of what the visiting ministers 
had to say about this school: “I found the School 
very helpful in that it gave us a vision of the 
great challenge of the rural community, and also 
received helpful suggestions as how to meet the 
needs of the rural people. The School was a grand 
start in the right direction of preparing our re- 
ligious workers to understand the rural problems 
and methods of meeting them. If this or similar 
schools could be brought within the reach of all 
rural pastors we would see a new day in the pro- 
gress of our church and community life in the 
rural areas of America.” 


Please publish this article or report as soon as 
you can. You may change it to suit yourself, if 
you think it wise to do so. 


Sincerely yours, 


T. P. Horger, 
Pastor, Calhoun-Ringgold 
Presbyterian Churches. 


re 


The Invocation At A Pastor's 
Installation - First Presbyterian 
Church, Baton Rouge, La. 


“In helping today under Thee, O God—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, to consummate the Union of 
This Man of God and This Church of God: 


“We ask that Thou wouldst impress upon him 
how much he needs to know God and His Will, to 
love God in Heaven as really his Father, to know 
The Lord Jesus Christ as actually Thy Son and The 
Saviour of sinners, and to know The Holy Spirit as 
his Helper in all the needs and ways and urgencies 
and situations and methods and ministries of life, 
his Infallible Guide into All Truth as it is in Jesus 
Himself and in God’s Word and Works. 


“We ask that Thou wouldst make him under- 
standingly and willingly, lovingly and happily, au- 
thoritatively and efficiently an Ambassador and 
Minister of Christ to this people and others in this 
community and the regions beyond, as ordained 
and directed of Thee: Studying to show himself 
approved unto God, a Workman that needeth not 
: a ashamed, Rightly Dividing The Word of 

ruth. 


“We ask that Thou wouldst help Thy People in 
this Church personally to support and cooperate 
with this Their Minister in The Law and The Gospel 
and under Shepherd of the Sheep and Lambs of 
God’s Flock, consistently with their profession in 
every good word and work—in Prayer, in Tithes 
and Free-will Offerings, Individual Work for and 
with Individuals, in Spreading the Church’s Chris- 
tian Teaching and Influence as far as they can by 
Thy Rich Grace and Helping Spirit, in their Homes 
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CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


Would you like to reach right into every 
home in your community? Modern elec- 
tronics can do it through Schulmerich Ca- 
rillonic Bells! In tones of surpassing beauty 
your church’s message can radiate from the 
church tower over an area of miles. Every 
ear will hear — spirits will lift — faith and 
hope be rekindled. Thoughts and hearts will 
turn daily to the church—your church. 


Carillonic Bells are a development of Schul- 
merich—electronic engineers for the church, 
exclusively. They’re modest in cost, compact, 
yet more flexible and far sweeter in tone 
than any other bells or chimes made. No 
elaborate structural alterations are needed 
for installation. Constant satisfaction is guar- 
anteed, of course. 


Write to Schulmerich 
today for detailed 
information contained 
in the brochure “‘The 
Sweetest Music Ever 
Tolled.” Address: 
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SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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and in their Relations and Dealings with Others 
(in Education, in Business, in Social Minglings and 
Practices). 


“We ask that Thou wouldst Help Minister and 
Officers and Members to Properly Team Together 
for the Good of Mankind and the Glory of God 
both in and out of the Church Building and Com- 
munity unto the Ends of the Earth. Help this Man 
of God and this People of God to yield themselves 
utterly to The Light and The Leading, The In- 
spiration and The Motivation of Thy Blessed Holy 
Spirit in every undertaking to increase their De- 
votion to the Lord Jesus Christ and the interests of 
His Kingdom: Looking for The Blessed Hope and 
appearing of the Glory of The Great God and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us, 
that He might Redeem us from All Iniquity and 
Purify unto Himself a People for His own posses- 
sion, Zealous of Good Works! (Titus 2:10-14.) 

—Amen. 


*Offered by Dr. C. O’N. MARTINDALE, at In- 
stallation of Rev. Dr. JOHN W. MELTON as Pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Baton Rouge 
by LOUISIANA PRESBYTERY, February 3, 1946. 


Pre - Synod Home Mission 
Conference Of North Carolina 


The Ninth Annual Pre-Synod Home Mission Con- 
ference, sponsored by the Executive Committee of 
Home Missions of the Synod of North Carolina, will 
be held in the auditorium of Queens College, Char- 
lotte, September 2 and 3. The general theme is 
“Facing The Facts.’’ There will be three sessions. 
On Monday afternoon at 2:30 P.M., Dr. Warner L. 
Hall will open the conference with a devotional 
address. The theme for the afternoon is “Lost Men 
And The Gospel.” Dr. J. B. Green, Moderator of 
the General Assembly, will make an address on this 
topic. This is to be followed by a season of prayer 
and then Dr. A. Wentworth Hewitt, outstanding 
rural minister of the Americas, will make an ad- 
dress. In the evening session the theme will be 
“Facing the Facts of Where The Lost Are.” Speak- 
ers on this topic are Rev. Paul Jones, Rev. George 
Riddle, Rev. W. B. Heyward, and Dr. Hewitt. Dur- 
ing this session the new members of the Synod’s 
Home Mission Family will be introduced. Slides 
will present the progress during the year and Clyde 
White’s famous Hymn Singers, a male chorus of 
ninety voices, will sing. On Tuesday morning the 
theme will be “Facing The Facts of How To Win 
The Lost.”” The devotional will be conducted by 
Dr. Addison G. Brenizer, famed surgeon of multi- 
plied thousands of operations. The speakers for 
this session will be Dr. J. B.Green, Dr. R. S. Boyd, 
and Dr. Hewitt. Following the conference there 
will be lunch and then the Synod of North Carolina 
will convene. Dr. E. E. Gillespie will be a guiding 
factor in this conference. 


Every minister and all ruling Elders who will be 
representatives to Synod; all Home Mission Workers 
in Synod and Presbytery; President of the Synod- 
ical and Presbyterial’s and Secretaries of Assem- 
bly’s, Synod’s and Presbytery’s Home Missions; 
members of the staff of Religious Education Com- 
mittees and workers are invited to attend this con- 
ference. Free entertainment is provided beginning 
with supper on Monday and going through lunch on 
Tuesday. This is one of the most vital conferences 





———— 


that has been planned. The Committee in charge jg 
very happy to present this challenging program 
with such able and inspiring speakers. 

(R. H. Stone, Secretary.) 


Augusta Presbytery 


The Mid-Summer Adjourned Meeting was held 
in the Reid Memorial Church, Augusta, Ga., on 
June 25, 1946. It was remarkably well attended, 
for an adjourned meeting—nine ministers and three 
elders. Rev. Edward B. Cooper was received from 
the New Jersey Presbytery of the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church. He came in response to a call 
from the Washington Church. The following Com- 
mission was appointed to install him there the 
following Thursday night at 8 P. M.: Rev. John 
Scott Johnson to preside and propound the con- 
stitutional questions; Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, 
to preach the sermon; Rev. Arthur C. Van Saun to 
charge the Pastor, and Elder C. H. Mitchell to 
charge the congregation. The installation took 
place on schedule time. Mr. Cooper is also Stated 
Supply for the Ficklen Church. 


Presbytery had accepted the invitation of the 
first Church in Augusta for its Fall meeting, but 
in view of an urgent invitation from the Monticello 
Church, Presbytery reconsidered its decision. The 
First Church of Augusta graciously yielded its 
priority, and the invitation of the Monticello Church 
for the Fall meeting, Oct. 15, 1946, was accepted. 
After the Meeting, some delicious refreshments of 
ice cream, cake, and ginger ale were enjoyed at 
the hands of the ladies of Reid Memorial Church. 

John Seott Johnson, Stated Clerk. 


SIBLEY CHURCH 


We are now having our first experience of an 
organized visitation evangelistic campaign, as re- 
commended by our General Assembly and promot- 
ed by Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D., our General 
Assembly’s Director of Evangelism. The visitors 
have been graciously received, and some decisions 
have been obtained. August 4th has been designated 
as Membership Sunday. — —J.S.J. 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery held its one hundred thirty 
fourth stated session July 16th, 1946 in the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Portsmouth, Va., with thirty- 
six ministers and thirty-three ruling elders present. 
Rev. David Burke Kerr is pastor of the church. Rev. 
Willie Thompson, the retiring Moderator, preached 
on the subject of baptism using as his text Acts 
1:5-8. 


Rev. Charles H. Gibboney was elected Moderator, 
Rev. James M. McNair, Vice-moderator and Rev. 
James M. Ammona, Temporary Clerk. 


The pastoral relations between Rev. Paul E. 
Crane and the Makemie, Clark and Powellton 
Churches were dissolved and he was dismissed to 
Kanawah Presbytery that he may accept a call to 
the Presbyterian Church at Nitro, West Virginia. 
A Commission reported that Licentiate Howard Ed- 
win Pickard had been ordained on June 16th in 
the Oakdale Farms Chapel, Norfolk, Va. He will 
continue this work and also persue his post grad- 
uate studies at Union Theological Seminary next 
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session. Candidate Albert Eugene Dimmock, son of 
the late Thomas H. Dimmock, and a recent graduate 
of Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. 
was dismissed to Greenbrier Presbytery that he 
may accept work and be ordained to the ministry. 
Mr. Chares Edwin Kirkpatrick, son of Rev. G. F. 
Kirkpatrick, of Maxton, North Carolina, was re- 
ceived under care of the presbytery as a candidate 
for the ministry from the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Newport News, Va. 


The Commissioners to the General Assembly, 
Rev. T. D. Wesley, Th.D., D.D., Rev. Lynn Temple 
Jones, Rev. H. R. Poole, Rev. J. W. Lehmann and 
Ruling Elders J. F. Nicholson of the Ocean View 
Church, Wm. H. Rohrbach of the Wythe Church, 
Herbert S. Powell of the Powellton Church and 
R. O. Tate of the Coleman Place Church reported 
their attendance giving enthusiastic accounts of 
their impressions of the work of the General As- 
sembly. 


Rev. Dorsey D. Ellis, Chairman, reported on 
evangelism within the presbytery, urging each 
church to take part in some form of evangelistic 
effort during the year, and called attention to the 
fact that 394 were added to our churches during 
the year on a profession of faith. Mr. N. B. Ethe- 
ridge, Chairman, reported on the Emergency Fund, 
asking each church to accept voluntarily the in- 
creased quota needed to complete the work planned 
for this period. The. report with the increased 
amounts asked of the churches was adopted and 
addresses by many members of the presbytery in- 
dicated that the churches will generally undertake 
to increase their giving to this cause, so that a total 
of $15,580 is expected to be raised in the presby- 
tery. The stated clerk reported that during last 
year the total gifts to benevolence causes amounted 
to $140,362 and that $505,161 was given to all 


causes, 


The Presbytery adjourned to meet in adjourned 
session at the call of the Moderator during the 
sessions of the Synod of Virginia at Hampden- 
Sidney, September 3-5, 1946 and in regular stated 
session in the First Presbyterian Church, Newport 
News, Va., at 10 A.M. Tuesday, Oct. 15, 1946. 

—wW. W. Grover, S. (¢ 
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General Assembly’s Committee 


On Negro Work Holds 
Initial Meeting 


The General Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work held its initial meeting in the Central Pres- 
byterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. on Tuesday, July 30. 
The organization of the committee was completed 
at that time and the following officers were elected 
to hold their respective offices until the next meet- 
ing of the General Assembly: Rev. J. McDowell 
Richards, Decatur, Ga., Chairman; Rev. W. J. Gip- 
son, New Orleans, La., Vice-Chairman; Dean M. 
Ray Doubles, Richmond, Va., Secretary. The group 
engaged in a careful preliminary discussion of all 
matters committed to it by the General Assembly 
and appointed sub-committees to make a thorough 
study of the various phases of its task and to bring 
definite recommendations to the next meeting of 
the body. It is expected that the Committee will 
be ready to assume responsibility for the Negro 
Work of our Church on April 1, 1947 as directed 
by the General Assembly. 





KING COLLEG E 
BRISTOL . TENNESSEE 


Dedicated to Christian Education under 

Presbyterian auspices. In foothills of Blue 

Ridge Mountains. Co-educational. B.A. de- 

gree. Competitive scholarships; self-help 

plan. Endowed. Athletics. 79th year. Catalog. 
R. T. L. LISTON . PRESIDENT 


P. O. Box “J”’ Bristol, Tenn. 
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SAAS 
HEADQUARTERS 
for RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 

CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
PULPIT ROBES + HANGINGS 
STOLES- EMBROIDERIES - Ete. 


Eitational ==. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 

own b 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 


























Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in stated summer 
session in Elizabeth Church on July 16. Mr. E. L. 
Steffell, a candidate of Pittsburgh Presbytery, is 
supplying this group of churches while pursuing 
his — at the State Normal College at Livings- 
ton, a. 


There were ten ministers and three visiting min- 
isters present, and 19 ruling elders. Two ministers 
were received: Rev. Joseph Dunglinson, D.D., from 
Roanoke Presbytery, who has accepted the call of 
the Aliceville and Pleasant Ridge Churches. He has 
been supplying these two churches for several 
months. A Commission was appointed to install Dr. 
Dunglinson on the first Sunday of September. This 
Commission consists of Rev. R. E. Fulton to pre- 
side, Rev. W. G. Greenlees to charge the pastor, 
and Rev. N. J. Warren to charge the congregation. 
Elders L. A. Ward, H. G. Cobb, W. W. Duncan, 
and E. C. Owens. Candidate Richard Lewis Kell 
was received from Meridian Presbytery. He has 
accepted the call of the Centerville Church and 
the following Commission was appointed to ordain 
and install, Presbytery having licensed him: J. Will. 
Ormond to preside; Preston Stevenson to preach 
the sermon; Ruling Elder C. C. Thomas to charge 
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the minister; N. J. Warren to charge the congre- 
gation; Elder C. E. Hornsby; G. W. Cheek and 
J. D. McPhail, alternates. On recommendation of 
the Committee on Evangelism, Presbytery will 
overture the Synod to consider the possibility of 
securing a synodical evangelist. Two seminary stu- 
dents have been employed during the summer. Mr. 
Jon K. Crow has supplied the Reform Group and 
Mr. Cecil Culverhouse has developed a new work 
in Tuscaloosa and vicinity. Rev. J. Davison Philips 
has supplied the Tuscaloosa First Church. Presby- 
tery will meet next in Bethesda Church, which has 
built a new church. This meeting will be on Oc- 
tober 15. —R. E. Fulton, S. C. 
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Missionaries Returning To China 


Ten missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., with five children, will sail to Shanghai, 
China, on the S. S. “Marine Lynx,” sailing from 
San Fransico on August 28. 

This sailing of the “Marine Lynx” is a notable 
event in the re-institution of missionary work in the 
Far East. These arrangements have been made by 
the office of the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America in New York, with which our Exec- 
utive Committee of Foreign Missions is associated. 
The Foreign Missions Conference is the association 
of foreign mission boards in the United States and 
Canada in cooperative work. The American Presi- 
dent Lines of New York have arranged this special 
sailing of a “missionary ship’ and a complement 
of four hundred missionaries and children will make 
up the sailing list. 


The missionaries of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., who will comprise our quota of passengers 
are as follows: 


Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Hamilton and two children, 
Mrs. John Minter and three children, Mrs. N. A. 
Hopkins, Mrs. 8. C. Farrior, Mrs. Andrew Allison, 
Mrs. A. A. McFadyen, Miss Josephine Woods, Miss 
Florence Nickles, and Miss R. Elinore Lynch. 


Four of these will be joining their husbands who 
are already in China: Mesdames Minter, Farrior, 
Allison and Hopkins. Mrs. A. A. McFadyen, R.N., 
whose husband, Dr. McFadyen, was for many years 
our missionary in Suchowfu, until his death on 
September 23, 1944, is returning to Suchowfu to 
resume her work in the hospital there. Miss Nickles, 
who is specially equipped in religious education, 
returned to this country from China in December 
1940, and was sent by our Executive Committee to 
Cuernavaca, Mexico, in June, 1943, where she 
served as our missionary until her return to the 
United States in July, 1946. Miss Nickles is re- 
turning to her work in the Woman’s Bible Teachers’ 
Training School in Nanking. —H.K.T. 


——_—_¢= > —__ 


BETHEL PRESBYTERY 


Bethel Presbytery held its Summer Meeting on 
July 16, 1946, at Tirzah (L) Church, Union 
County, N. C., the busy conference season having 
made it impractical to meet at Piedmont Springs 
as originally planned. The Fall Meeting, however, 
will be held at Piedmont Springs, Kings Creek, 
S. C., on Tuesday, October 8, 1946, at 9:30 A.M. 
Rev. Fred. A. Hopkins was moderator. Rev. L. O. 
McCutchen, D.D., Missionary to Korea, gave a re- 
port on his interim work in Hawaii. William S. 


ad 


McAliley and John S. Lyles, .both of Purity 
Church, Chester, S. C., were received as candidates 
for the ministry. —W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 
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Hughes Memorial School 


The annual meeting of the Session and the 
Board of Deacons of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Danvile, Va., was held at Hughes Me. 
morial School on Tuesday, July 238, to hear the re- 
port of the Board of Trustees of the School. 


In his will, the late John E. Hughes, a prominent 
citizen of Danville, left nearly two million dollars 
to establish a home for orphans of North Caroling 
and Virginia. Under the provision of the will, the 
officers of the First Presbyterian Church annually 


’ elect the Board of Trustees. Beautiful and modern 


buildings were erected on a site about four miles 
northwest of the city. For more than fifteen years 
the School has been in operation, providing a home, 
care and education for approximately one hundred 
children. 


Mr. W. D. Overbey, Ruling Elder of the Church, 
is Chairman of the Board of Trustees of this well- 
endowed institution. Mr. E. W. Paylor is the Super- 
intendent of the School. 


Gilchrist Accepts New Work 


J. W. S. Gilchrist will terminate his period of 
service as Treasurer of the Executive Committee 
of Religious Education and Publication on August 
31, 1946. 


Mr. Gilchrist has accepted the position of Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Children’s Home Society of 
Virginia and will assume his new duties on Sep- 
tember 1, with headquarters in Richmond, Va. 


A successor to Mr. Gilchrist has not been named 
as yet by the Executive Committee. 





SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 


By Charles Hodge 


VOL. 1: THEOLOGY 
VOL. 2: ANTHROPOLOGY 
VOL. 3: SOTERIOLOGY 


WITH 81-PAGE INDEX ADDED 


This monumental work of the great Princeton scholar 
has been and will continue to be a standard in theo- 
logical circles. We are offering the set of three volumes, 
together with five subscriptions for one year to The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, for twelve dollars and 
fifty cents postpaid. Subscriptions may be five new ones 
or renewals or one five-year subscription. This offer good 
for only two months. 


648 PAGES 
732 PAGES 
880 PAGES 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
WEAVERVILLE NORTH CAROLINA 











THE INFALLIBLE WORD 


A Symposium by the Members of the Faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary. Price $2.50 
postpaid. One year’s subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal free with each copy of this 
book ordered from us. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


SEARGENT S. PRENTISS 


By Dallas C. Dickey, Ph. D. Published by 
Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, 
La., Price, $4.00. 


Seargent S. Prentiss was one of the greatest 
lawyers of his day as a well as one of the most 
distinguished orators of the nation. He was born 
in Maine in 1808. After his graduation from Bow- 
doin College in 1826 he went to Mississippi. Here 
he taught school and studied law. 


At the age of 29 Prentiss was elected to con- 
gress. His oratorical ability made him a national 
figure. He had a greater desire to practice law so 
declined to seek reelection and returned to the bar, 
and in a short time had many outstanding cases 
including the famous “Vick Case.” 


Prentiss began life with marvelous possibilities 
and bright prospects. He was endowed with a 
brilliant mind, a poetic imagination and a striking 
personage. He was classically trained, and con- 
tinued his intellectual growth to the end of his 
life. Like a number of other richly endowed men, 
his character was not commensurate with his in- 
tellectual gifts. He became a gambler and was a 
victim of the habit of strong drink. Through his 
superior talents he accumulated a fortune, and 
later through the weakness of his character died 
in poverty at the age of 42. 


This great biography should prove fascinating 
reading to anyone interested in history, law, or 
oratory. It should serve as a warning to younger 
men to guard against the disastrous habit of drink. 
In this connection we quote a statement made by 
Prentiss shortly before his death. “Like Laocoon 
in the folds of a snake, the serpent of habit coils 
around me and I fear its strength is too powerful 
for mine. Perhaps, had my angel of today, been 
my angel when first a man, I had never wooed the 
scorpion which is stinging me to death.” 


—John R. Richardson. 


————— 


CHILDREN’S STORY SERMONS 
FOR TODAY 


Joseph J. Murray, John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. Price $1.50. 


Thirty-six short sermons on ingeniously varied 
themes yet all within the dominant range of Chris- 
tian preaching. This reviewer suspects that the 
popularity of the children’s sermon reflects the 
interest of the adult members of a congregation 
who may listen in. And in the case of this com- 
pilation adult consideration would be well worth- 
while, though we do not mean to advocate develop- 
ing in the congregation a taste for a strictly juvenile 
diet in sermons. For it is noticeable that these 
sermons have common failing, though in much less 
degree, of most children’s sermons in that they 
exhibit some indecision in presenting the funda- 
mental ideas of the substitutionary atonement, and 
there is patent difficulty in dealing with the Re- 
formed doctrines that have to do with the relation 
of the Divine to the human will. Most pastors will 
understand this fault, if they regard it as one, and 
will sympathize with the author. Altogether, the 
sermons are admirable in every respect. 


—William D. Gray. 


THROUGH BOWEN MUSEUM WITH 
BIBLE IN HAND 


By Barbara M. Bowen. Published by William B. 
Eerdmen’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $2.00. 


During our seminary days we studied what was 
then called, “Biblical Antiquities.” It served a use- 
ful purpose. This volume deals with the same sub- 
ject. Its aim is to make some of the vague passages 
of Scripture plain by throwing light upon Bible 
lands, customs, and people. 


The reading of this book will contribute new in- 
sight into many of the passages of Scripture. For 
example, David, prayed, “Put Thou my tears into 
Thy bottle.” Mrs. Bowen informs us that it was 
the custom of many of the ancients to collect the 
tears of the whole family and preserve them in 
bottles, and tear bottles have been found in large 
numbers on the opening of ancient tombs. They are 
made of thin glass with slender body broadened at 
the base with a funnel shaped top. When serious 
trouble occurred in a family, the relatives all came 
and each one brought a tear bottle. As they wailed 
and wept, the tears rolling down their cheeks each 
person gathered tears from the faces of all present 
in his tear bottle. The authoress believes that the 
woman who washed the feet of Jesus in the house of 
Simon took her tear bottle, poured tears over his 
dusty, tired feet and wiped them with her long 
hair. She bathed him with tears, not necessarily her 
tears, but from her tear bottle, a very sacred pos- 


session. —John R. Richardson. 
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THINK ON THESE THINGS 


By Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D. Published by John 
a Press, Box 1176, Richmond, 9, Va. Price 
$1.25. 


Dr. Oglesby gives us an exposition of Philippinas 
4:8 in this small volume. There are 12 chapters 
dealing with various aspects of the Christian’s 
thought life. It constitutes.a strong plea for clean 
living and high thinking. It is a good book for any 
age, but especially young people. 


—John R. Richardson. 


oo 


MY NOTES FOR ADDRESSES AT 
FUNERAL OCCASIONS 


By W. P. Van Wyk. Published by Baker’s Book 
Store, 1019 Wealthy Street, S. E., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Price $1.25. 


MY SERMON THOUGHTS ON THE 
LORD’S SUPPER 


By Rev. W. P. Van Wyk. Published by Baker’s 
Book Store, 1019 Wealthy Street, S. E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.25. 


Rev. W. P. Van Wyk, who passed away on June 
28, 1943, was considered one of the greatest prea- 
chers of the Christian Reformed Church. These 
two volumes are living memorials of this esteemed 
Christian leader. They were produced from a richly 
stored mind and a warm heart. From a homiletical 
standpoint both volumes could serve as models for 
young preachers on these important subjects. We 
are delighted to recommend these two volumes 
without reservation. —John R. Richardson. 
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THE LIGHT OF FAITH 


By Albert W. Palmer. Published by the McMillian 
Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price, 
$1.75. 


Dr. Palmer prepared this book as an outline of 
religious thought for laymen. He stated in his pre- 
face that this book is a result of forty vears of 
study in which he has read many books and talked 
with many people facing many life situations. The 
book represents his own opinions. In our judge- 
ment this is the weakness of the book. Men who are 
craving for the light of faith need more than the 
opinions of a fellow traveller in search of light. 
We need the light of authority, the Word Of God, 
which is a proven lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our pathway. 


The amazing thing about this book 1s that it is 
written by the president of a theological seminary. 
Dr. Palmer is the President of the Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary and Professor of Practical Theo- 
logy in the Federated Theological Faculty of the 
University of Chicago. If this is a tynical example 
of the condition existing in the theological semin- 
aries of America it is the most tragic thing we 
know. We certainly feel sorry for young men who 
sit under such deluded teaching. This book has a 
good title, but the faith of the author is not light 
but dense darkness. Appraised as a whole, this is 
a dangerous book. It is a bad book. We do not see 
how it can lead anyone to faith. It will only solidify 
doubt and intensify unbelief. 


—John R. Riehardson. 
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BIBLE MESSAGES OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT 


By Ivan H. Hagedorn. Published by the Pulpit 
Press, Great Neck, N. Y. Price, $2.00. 


Since mortal man is subject to discouragement, 
messages of encouragement have a real place in 
life. The pastor of the Bethel Evangelical Lutheran 
Church has studied the Bible with the idea of 
gleaning from its pages individuals who engaged in 
the ministry of encouragement. Beginning with 
Deborah, a mother in Israel who encouraged a 
nation in the time of confusion, he discusses various 
characters engaged in this work, closing with Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God Who was and is the greatest 
Encourager of them all. The seventeen chapters are 
well written and something stimulating is found in 
each one. After reading this volume every Chris- 
tian will strive to be more diligent as an encourager. 

—John R. Richardson. 


WEDDING BELLS 


Published by Dunbar H. Ogden, Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. 


A wedding booklet containing a certificate of 
marriage, the marriage service from The Book of 
Common Worship, and brief chapters by the author, 
pastor of the Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New Orleans, La., entitled: The Back- 
ground; The Marriage Service; The Church and 
the State; Sex Relations; Personal Development; 
Children. All that is said should prove profitable 
and is well within the conventional Christian point 
of view. Unlike some others, the booklet does not 
have pages where, under Congratulations, wedding 
guests might record their names. 

—wWilliam D. Gray. 
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CHILDREN’S PARABLE 
STORY-SERMONS 


By Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. Published by Fleming H, 
Revell Company, New York, N. Y. Price, $1.50, 


Dr. Kerr maintains that it is not easy to inter- 
pret the Parables, especially for children. We 
share the same belief. He has succeeded splendidly 
in reducing the language of our Lord to such 
simple phrases that even a child just beginning to 
read can understand the important lessons our 
Lord intended to convey in His parables. 


The author never fails to point out the signifi- 
cant lessons in each Parable in such a way that the 
child can remember them easily and carry them 
through life. —John R. Richardson. 


—__—__»—=>-e—___——_ 


THE APOSTLE PETER 


By W. H. Griffeth Thomas, D.D. Published by 
William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich, Price, $2.50. 


The life and witness of Saint Peter are analyzed 
in this volume by an able expositor. The volume 
offers excellent material for Bible class work. The 
vutlines are suggestive rather than exhaustive. The 
author traces in an interesting manner the life and 
character of Peter from the time of conversion to 
his spiritual maturity. The second part of the book 
deals with the two epistles of Peter. A helpful 
bibliography is thrown in for good measure. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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“All Things Are Possible With God” 
By Benjamin B. Warfield 


“Could the omnipotent God indeed be inclosed in 
a woman’s womb? Could the infinite God really be 
pillowed on an earthly mother’s brest? Could the 
omniscient God actually lisp in the prattle of a 
child? Could the selfexistent One really die? The 
All-blessed hang a bruised and wounded sufferer 
upon the accursed cross? Do dead men ever rise 
again? Can they whose flesh has been dissolved in 
the corruption of the grave, take on again the 
firmness and freshness of youthful life? Can one 
who himself died on a cross, between two thieves, 
be indeed the Life of the world? He who could not 
save Himself, can He really save others? Can a 
splash of water on the forehead wash away sin? 
Absurdities, impossibilities, enough! “I believe,” 
cries Tertullian, “though they be impossible.” 


Nay, the fervid old saint would turn the tables 
upon the objector. “I believe,” he cries, “not merely 
though they be impossible: I believe because they 
are impossible!” For the impossible is the very 
sphere of God’s activity; and we most readily cre- 
dit the divine interposition in matters beyond the 
power of man—It is because man cannot save him- 
self, that I may believe God has intervened to save 
him. It is because man cannot cleanse his soul, that 
I can believe that God will interfere to cleanse 
it. It is because this world lies dead and corrupted 
in its sin, that I can believe that God will implant 
in it a germ of life which shall grow until it leavens 
the whole mass. It is because there are so many 
things impossible to poor puny man, that our hearts 
abound with joy at our Saviour’s declaration that 
vy things are possible with God.’”’ Mark 10:27 (R. 


























